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Welcome 

On behalf of Timirí Éamainn Rís I would like to welcome each one of you to our 

Family Gathering here today in the birthplace of Blessed Edmund Rice.  To the 

people of Callan involved in the Timirí Group and to the Brothers Community 

who live here we are delighted to be present with you, as we join you to 

celebrate the Feast of Blessed Edmund.  A sincere thanks for your welcome and 

hospitality and helping to make this day possible.  To those who have travelled 

by car, from different communities and places around Ireland we are pleased 

and honoured you have made this effort to be with us also today.  I would like 

to welcome Fr Stephen Cummins a Dominican priest from Cork who will lead us 

in the Eucharistic celebration and to Gerard Ó Floinn and Criostóir Ó Beaglaoich 

who will lead us in the music.  We thanks them for their involvement with us 

today. 

Our theme today is from a passage from Matthew 25 “I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me”.  Today we arrived in many ways as a stranger.  To feel welcome 

and to be treated with dignity and respect helps us to feel at home and to feel 

wanted.  The stranger does not have to arrive from a foreign country seeking 

asylum in our land. The stranger could be a lonely neighbour, a former prisoner 

trying to get their life together, a drug addict recovering from his or her 

addiction, a person we know struggling with depression and so on.  Think of a 

time when you felt unwelcome, perhaps looked down on because of your race, 

beliefs or gender or for some other reason.  Can you remember a time when you 

were dishonoured or bullied because of the way you spoke?  How did you feel?  

Did you feel rejected?  Did anyone take notice of your anguish?  Think of a time 

when you might not have welcomed a stranger.  As Matthew 25 makes it clear, 

the Christian should see everyone as ‘Christ’, in the flesh.  “Love your neighbour 

as yourself”, refers not just to people whom you know but also to people whom 

you do not know.      



We commence our pilgrimage, our journey today gathered outside the 

birthplace of Blessed Edmund Rice which was built in 1756 during a period in 

our History when to practise as a Catholic was forbidden, when the majority of 

people were poor, victimised and made feel alien and unwelcome in their own 

country or neighbourhood.  The Catholic population lived under the shadow of 

the Penal Laws.  Edmund’s family were well off, compared to the vast majority 

of Catholic families around them.  His father was a tenant farmer who rented 

175 acres from Lord Desart a friendly Protestant Landlord.  His mother, formerly 

Margaret Tierney was at the heart of the family.  She was held in the highest 

regard by the local people and the family were greatly respected for their 

generosity, fair mindedness and humanity.  The home Edmund knew as a 

youngster was a happy one, with plenty of good food from his father’s farm 

prepared lovingly by a devoted mother for her seven sons and two daughters.  

Both his parents were excellent role models for their children to imitate. Nobody 

was turned away from the Rice household.  No matter who called they were 

always made feel welcome.  It is acknowledged that anyone who came to their 

door looking for a meal were brought into the kitchen and fed and treated with 

dignity and respect.  The Rice family were aware that they were privileged and 

blessed that their circumstances were better, owning a comfortable house, not 

luxurious but far nicer than the huts and shacks of their neighbours and of most 

Catholic families of this time.  His family upbringing and the huge influence his 

parents had on him and his siblings was a legacy they carried in their lives.  

Edmund carried this legacy in his heart and practised from the moment he left 

his home in 1779 to begin as an apprentice in the city of Waterford working in 

the Merchant business owned by his uncle Michael.  From the moment he 

commenced his new life in Waterford, Edmund responded to the invitation 

clearly outlined in Matthew 25 which was to guide, inspire and drive him for the 

rest of his life both as a husband and father and later as the founder of two 

Religious Congregations.  In his life you know how he reached out to a young 

Italian man whom he met in Waterford looking ill and undernourished.  This 

young man was Carlo Bianconi.  Edmund welcomed him and by his kindness and 

encouragement influenced him in such a way that he set up his first public 

transport company in 1815, became a wealthy man and was made Lord Mayor 

of Clonmel.  Bianconi spent his days indebted to his friend Edmund Rice.  On 

witnessing a coloured boy being treated as a slave in Waterford Port, Edmund’s 

heart was moved by pity and he eventually persuaded the captain of the ship to 

release this young boy, probably giving the captain money in exchange.  He was 



befriended by Edmund, worked as a general servant for the Presentation Sisters 

which he organised for him.  He continued to support Black Johnnie, as he was 

known and lived a successful and happy life.  The Religious Congregations 

Edmund founded reached out to the youngest and poorest people in our society.  

Through education he welcomed them and encouraged them to reach their 

potential and to understand the importance of treating everyone with dignity 

and respect. What Edmund believed in and lived by, he practised it also.  He 

befriended the poor. He spent both himself and his fortune on their behalf.  He 

walked with the condemned to the gallows often being criticised for this 

commitment.  In Mount Sion he built a Bake House and Tailors Shop to feed daily 

and cloth the children of poor families who were too poor to feed them.  The 

tradition of feeding and clothing the children was carried out in all the Brothers 

Schools at that time when one was established.   

 

The house we stand outside today is a special and blessed house.  The Rice family 

who lived in this rural setting at a different time in our history and were reared 

here, inspire and encourage us to follow their example and live our faith by 

“Welcoming the stranger, feeding the hungry, visiting the sick, clothing the 

naked”, as laid out so simply in Chapter 25 by St Matthew.  We are also 

privileged and blessed to have a Community of Edmunds Brothers continuing his 

legacy of welcoming the stranger and keeping the spirit and charism alive, 

represented and lovingly maintained by the presence of this house, the 

ancestral home of Blessed Edmund Rice.  Today we ask you to respond to the 

challenge of “Welcoming the Stranger” and to reach out to somebody today 

you don’t know and you have never spoken to before. 

 

Our Pilgrimage today in these sacred grounds, were Blessed Edmund was born 

will be in various parts of Westcourt.  On our journey we will celebrate Eucharist.  

Fr Stephen will lead us in our Eucharistic celebration.  To begin our celebration I 

invite you now to move to our First Station which will be in the Chapel, where 

we will gather around the Sacred Space to reflect and to symbolise how we 

should “Welcome the stranger”, no matter who they are or from where that 

person comes.       

            

 



After the conclusion of the Liturgy today there will be tea, cakes etc prepared so 

generously by the ladies from our Timirí Group here in Callan.  On behalf of 

everyone we would like to thank them for their support and encouragement.  To 

the Brothers here in Callan thanks also for your welcome, your guidance and 

your presence in the birthplace of Blessed Edmund Rice. 

Dick Fields 


