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Biography Of 
Edmund Rice.

Edmund Rice was born at Westcourt, the family tenant farm in 
Callan, County Kilkenny, Ireland, on 1 June 1762. He grew up in a 
relatively well-off Catholic family where he developed in faith and 
received a limited education before joining his uncle’s  
business in Waterford, providing supplies for ships and for the 
British Navy and Army. He was respected on all sides because of 
his fair dealings, particularly in paying the producers for their  
livestock of which he was a good judge.
Edmund was very successful in business and became very wealthy 
as did many of his social class. He married and it is understood that 
his wife was Mary Elliot. She died at about the time their daughter, 
also Mary, was born in 1789. The infant was raised by Edmund and 
his step-sister, Joan, who became his housekeeper. In his grief and 
the turmoil of these circumstances, his commitment to God  
developed to the stage where he considered entering religious life.
Edmund was becoming more aware of the desires of many of his acquaintances for an Ireland liberated 
from English rule and of the poverty of most people throughout the land. After much discernment and the 
recommendations of some who knew him, including the forthright Bishop of Waterford, Thomas Hussey, 
he “abandons the ambitions of his class”, sells his business and begins instructing boys of the poor living 
on the streets of Waterford. In 1802, the project begins in a stable in the town while a new school is built on 
the edge of the city closer to where many of the poor reside. He is determined that school will be conducted 
according to his improvements on the best standards of the day.
The free school, known as Mount Sion, opened in 1803. Edmund and his first couple of helpers were soon 
caring for two to three hundred students, providing food and clothing as well as an education that would help 
them in the work places of business and commerce and that would build their prayer life and knowledge of 
the Bible. Edmund was following the call of the Spirit into a religious life that would impact both Church 
and society. He and his helpers lived at Mount Sion and this was the beginning of the Christian Brothers.
The Congregation spread as other bishops sent men to join the work and begin schools in other towns.  
Edmund continued to be involved in Irish nationalism, helping new orders of sisters with finances and 
investments, Temperance, works of charity involving orphans and children of alcoholic parents as well as 
helping slaves to escape and hide. His life was more and more about Liberation which begins with  
‘welcoming strangers’. He died in 1844. Pope John Paul II  
beatified Edmund Rice at a ceremony in St. Peter’s Square, Rome, on 6th October 1996. He became known 
as Blessed Edmund Ignatius Rice. His official feast day is May 5.
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Introduction  
To The  

Cork Life Centre.

Mission Statement:

To work together 
To create opportunities
To empower people
To reach their full potential

Cork Life Centre is a voluntary organisation offering an alternative  
learning environment to marginalised young people.

The Centre and its staff offer students 1:1 tuition in Junior and Leaving  
Cert subjects and support them in their preparation for these State Exams.  
The approach to education is a holistic one. The value is on the social education of young 
people as much as on the academic. The Centre provides students and teachers with:

- An open and friendly environment.
- Positive trusting relationships with peers and staff.
- Continuous support with issues and challenges a student might face during work

With The Centre many young 12-18 year old early school leavers have achieved formal 
school certification. The success of the project is the mix of nurturance, individual  
programmes, educational certification, stimulation, fun, hard work, mutual respect and  
expectations.
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Programme of Events.

Tuesday May 3rd

10am.....    Mary Crilly, Director Cork Sexual Violence Centre.

11.30am.....  Br. Donal Blake, CFC Congregation Historian.

Wednesday May 4th

11.30am.....  Emily Logan, Chief Commissioner Irish Human Rights   
    and Equality Commission.

2.30pm.....   Br. Jim Donovan CFC will lead those attending in a  
    reflection and discussion about community.

4.00pm.....   Launch of Student Amber O’Callaghan’s Book of  
    Poetry ‘’Hear Me Now,’’ by Journalist and Broadcaster   
    Deirdre O Shaughnessy.
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Programme of Events.

Thursday May 5th

11.00am.....  Dr Tony Bates Founding Director and CEO  
    of Headstrong.

Friday May 6th

11.00am.....  Tanya Ward CEO of the Children’s Rights Alliance.

2.00pm.....   Former Senator and Children’s Rights Champion  
    Jillian Van Turnhout.
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Key Note Speaker:
Mary Crilly 
Director of The Cork Sexual Violence Centre

Mary Crilly the Director of the Sexual Violence Centre Cork has been engaged with  
supporting victims of sexual violence for more than 30 years beginning her work with the 
service in 1983. During this time Mary has become a leading campaigner , authority, and 
advocate in the area of sexual violence.

2013 marked the 30th anniversary of the Cork Sexual Violence Centre which began life as 
the Cork Rape Crisis Centre in 1983 in rented rooms in the Quay Co-Op in Cork.

Over the decades, Mary has seen huge changes both in the service and how it is perceived by 
the public.

She estimates that back in 1983, the service dealt with 15-20 victims in its first year of  
operation. In 2013, there were 1,500 calls to its helpline and 347 people came into the centre 
on Camden Quay to meet its professionally trained and accredited counsellors.

Some 80-85 per cent of those availing of the Cork Sexual Violence Centre services are 
women, with about half of these being adult rape victims and have being the victim of child 
sexual abuse. Most of the 15-20 per cent who are male service users are the victims of child 
sexual abuse.
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Key Note Speaker:
Br. Donal Blake  
CFC Congregation Historian

Donal Blake CFC, native of Doneraile, Co. Cork. After Leaving Cert in 1958, joined the 
Christian Brothers at St Helen’s Novitiate, Booterstown; Final Vows in Marino, Dublin, 
1967; varied career in the Brothers - worked as primary teacher, secondary teacher and  
college lecturer - several degrees, including NT from Marino Institute of Education (MIE), 
Dublin; BA, HDE and M.Ed in Philosophy and History of Ed.from UCC, PhD in History 
of Education from University of Hull, degrees in theology from Angelicum, Rome and St 
Mary’s, Strawberry Hill, London. Lectured in history of education and classroom  
management in Marino, in TCD, in Newman University, Birmingham; lectured to US  
students of Iona College, New York, in Peace Studies and to international groups of Brothers 
in Rome on Irish History and Cause of Edmund Rice; founding director of St Helen’s  
Education Office, Dublin (1990). Spent ten years in Rome researching the Cause of Edmund 
Rice for Congregation for the Causes of Saints (Edmund declared Blessed in 1996);  
appointed Roman Postulator of Cause in 2003 to advance Edmund’s Cause to next stage, that 
of Saint; also Congregation Historian; has written several books including biographies of  
Edmund Rice (3 editions), Mary Aikenhead, (foundress of Irish Sisters of Charity), John 
Philip Holland (former Christian Brother, Inventor of the Submarine); histories of Marino 
and Ardscoil Ris, Limerick, etc. ‘Officially retired’ on health grounds in 2013, but still  
continues on voluntary basis to promote Edmund’s Cause and to do some historical research 
- keeps him out of mischief!
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Key Note Speaker:
Emily Logan  
Chief Commissioner Irish Human Rights and 
Equality Commission.

Emily Logan is the first Chief Commission of the Irish Human Rights and

Equality Commission. Previously, Ms Logan served as Ireland’s first  
Ombudsman for Children. Since her first year in Office Ms Logan has  
championed for an amendment to the Irish Constitution to further enhance the 
rights of children. In 2008, she was appointed by her peers to the position of 
President of the European Network of Ombudsmen for Children.
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Key Note Speaker:
Br. Jim Donovan  
CFC will lead those attending in a reflection.

Br. Jim Donovan, a native of Cork City, now residing in Dun Laoire, is a member of 
the Christian Brothers Province Spirituality Group. The Spirituality Group aims to 
help people who are searching for meaning in today’s world i.e. they are on a spiritual 
search. The spiritual search today needs to be informed by the current findings about 
the origins of the Universe (the New Story), and new understandings of Jesus in the 
light of modern biblical scholarship.
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Key Note Speaker:
Dr. Tony Bates  
Founding Director and CEO of Headstrong.

Dr Tony Bates is the Founding Director and CEO of Headstrong – Ireland’s National Centre for Youth  
Mental Health.

Prior to establishing Headstrong, Tony worked as Principal Clinical Psychologist at St. James’s Hospital in 
Dublin.

He worked and trained in the United States and Oxford University alongside some of the World’s leading 
thinkers in mental health. On his return to Ireland in 1996 he established the Trinity College Dublin’s  
Masters in Cognitive Psychotherapy.

His major influences include: Tim Beck, Mark Williams, Thich Nhat Hanh, Irving Yalom, young people on 
Headstrong’s Youth Advisory Panel, his two grandchildren, poetry and a good movie.

Tony is a regular contributor to print and broadcast debate about mental health. He was an editor of ‘A 
Vision For Change’, the ten year Government policy on mental health service reform and has been close-
ly involved in writing several recent policies on suicide prevention, and the health of children and young 
people. He is the author of a number of bestselling books including “Coming through Depression: a mindful 
approach to recovery”.

He believes that “people who find the inner power to come through the really hard times often become more 
fully alive than those who have never experienced the depths of suffering”

Since founding Headstrong in 2006, he and his colleagues have been committed in changing how Ireland 
thinks about youth mental health. With the collaboration of communities, young people and service provid-
ers, Headstrong’s Jigsaw service is now achieving a consistent reduction in psychological distress across 
counties in Ireland.
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Key Note Speaker:
Tanya Ward  
CEO of the Children’s Rights Alliance.

Tanya Ward is the Chief Executive of the Children’s Rights Alliance since 2012.  
Previously, she was the Deputy Director at the Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL) 
where she worked for eight years. She has also worked with the Irish Centre for Migration 
Studies, the Irish Refugee Council, the Curriculum Development Unit and the City of Dublin 
VEC. A former lecturer in human rights on the MPhil in Ethnic and Racial Studies, TCD and 
the Masters in Equality Studies in the UCD School for Social Justice, she is a former board 
member with Campaign for Children and played a major role in the children’s referendum of 
2012. She was also a former Vice President for the International Federation of Human Rights 
(2008-2011). Tanya has graduate and post-graduate degrees from UCC and a LLM in Human 
Rights from Queens University Belfast as well as a Certificate in Managing Community and 
Voluntary Organisations from the National College of Ireland. She has a keen interest in  
international human rights monitoring and lectures widely on this topic and has authored 
several reports on a wide range of issues including garda, judicial and criminal justice  
reform, equality law, education, anti-racism, separated children and children’s rights.  

Tanya is currently the Children’s Rights Alliance’s representative on the National Advisory 
Council for the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People. She is also a 
board member of the Law Centre for Children and Young People Board, a member of the 
Planning Group of the Prevention and Early Intervention Network and a member of the 
Oversight Board for the Childcare Law Reporting Project.
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Key Note Speaker:
Jillian Van Turnhout
Former Senator and Children’s Rights  
Champion.

In May 2011, Jillian was nominated by An Taoiseach Enda Kenny to the 24th Seanad Eireann. Her  
nomination was in recognition of over a decades work on children’s rights across professional, voluntary, 
and community sectors. In order to dedicate her time and energy fully to her role as Senator, Jillian stepped 
down from her role as Chief Executive of the Children’s Rights Alliance.Children’s rights, welfare and  
protection remain a top priority for her both as the Leader of the Independent Group of Senators  
(Taoiseach’s Nominees) and as a member of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Health and Children. Jillian 
is also driven by social justice issues and promoting and protecting human rights, particularly of vulnerable 
and marginalised groups.

In addition to her role as Senator, Jillian is involved with a number of organisations on a pro bono basis. She 
is Chair of Early Childhood Ireland; Vice Chairperson of the European Movement Ireland; a former Board 
member of Women for Election; Chair of Children in Hospital Ireland and a Director, Irish Girl Guides Trust 
Corporation Limited. She undertakes a number of volunteer roles with the Irish Girl Guides including  
Chairing its Programme Review Steering Group, being a District Commissioner and a Trainer on Code of 
Ethics.

She has previously been Chief Commissioner of the Irish Girl Guides (IGG); President of the National Youth 
Council of Ireland (NYCI); a member of the National Youth Work Advisory Committee; a member of the 
National Children’s Advisory Council; a member of the Management Committee of the National Economic 
and Social Forum (NESF); and a Council member of Gaisce – The President’s Award.

At a European level, Jillian was elected and employed as Secretary General of the European Coordination 
Bureau (ECB-BEC) from 1993 to 1996 and was based in Brussels, Belgium. In this role she was one of 
the co-founders of the European Youth Forum. Jillian was appointed by Government to be a member of the 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) from 1998 to 2012. On each of the 4 occasions that she 
was appointed she was nominated by the Community and Voluntary Pillar on behalf of the NYCI and then 
the Children’s Rights Alliance. On this EU Advisory Body she was involved in Social Affairs, External 
Relations and Communications. She represented the EESC on the EU-China Round Table for over 6 years 
and on the Steering Group of the EU Forum on the Rights of the Child. From 2006 to 2008 she was elected 
to the position of Vice President of the EESC which was only the second time in the 50 year history of the 
organisation that an Irish person was part of the Presidency team.

She was awarded the ‘Freedom of Killarney’ in County Kerry in September 2006 and in 2010 she was 
awarded Newstalk Women Mean Business Social Entrepreneur of the Year.
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Notes.
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Cork Life Centre
6, Winter’s Hill,
Sunday’s Well Rd,
Cork City.

Tel: 021-4304391
e-mail:  corklifecentre@gmail.com

CorkLifeCentre
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