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Welcome 

We are delighted to publish our second issue of the Timirí 

Éamainn Rís newsletter. There was a very positive response to the 

first edition and we received many complimentary emails, texts 

and phone messages. Around 400 copies of the newsletter were 

forwarded to members and friends by email and our secretary, 

Dick Fields, also posted about 250 hard copies to include those 

members who may not have email.  
 

Some of the responses we received were very comprehensive and 

thoughtful and contained very practical suggestions for 

improvements particularly in the area of communications. We are 

aware that the Edmund Rice Family includes Christian Brothers, 

former Brothers, Edmund Rice Schools Trust, Timirí Éamainn Rís 

and the wider Edmund Rice Network. There are many newsletters 

covering the activities of these groups and it was suggested that 

the Timirí Éamainn Rís newsletter might reflect the activities of 

those different groups. We hope that this issue will commence this 

process and we have included articles covering some of the 

activities and apostolates of the Edmund Rice Network. We would 

also like to thank all those who contributed articles for this issue. 
 

Another very practical suggestion is the use of text messaging to 

inform members of emerging news such as illnesses, deaths, 

celebrations etc. Members have often learned of the death of a 

colleague or friend after the event when it was too late. We hope 

to provide a text messaging service so that people can receive 

instant messages about current events and happenings. In order to 

provide this service we will need your mobile number and of 

course a contribution to cover the cost of the newsletter, postage 

and text messaging service. This is essential to the success  of the 

newsletter and continued improved communication.  

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy  

Christmas and Healthy New Year. 
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A New Year’s Blessing 

 
On the day when 

The weight deadens 

On your shoulders 

And you stumble, 

May the clay dance 

To balance you. 

 

And when your eyes 

Freeze behind 

The grey window 

And the ghost of loss 

Gets into you, 

May a flock of colours,  

Indigo, red, green 

And azure blue, 

Come to awaken in you 

A meadow of delight. 

 

When the canvas frays 

In the currach of thought 

And a stain of ocean 

Blackens beneath you, 

May there come across the waters 

A path of yellow moonlight 

To bring you safely home. 

 

May the nourishment of the earth be yours, 

May the clarity of light be yours, 

May the fluency of the ocean be yours, 

May the protection of the ancestors be yours. 

 

And so may a slow 

Wind work these words 

Of love around you, 

An invisible cloak 

To mind your life. 

 

From “Benedictus – A Book of Blessings” by John 

O’ Donoghue 
 

 

“Toppo” – The Cream of the Crop. 
A CHAPTER closed with the passing of Brother 

Ray Topley. Down at the Eblana CBS, behind St. 

Michael’s church in Dun Laoghaire, the kids called 

him ‘Toppo’. He loved it. Himself and Brother 

McGovern inspired one of Dublin’s great hurling 

dynasties. Frequent Education and Herald Cup 

success decorated the corridors of Eblana back in the 

70s. The school was the envy of all the other 

primary schools in the capital. The old firm, 

McGovern and Topley, were ahead of their time. 

They’d train the teams in the school yard and bring 

them up to Sallynoggin where they’d get them to hit 

the sliotar out of the tall grass to strengthen the arms.  

Mick Kirwan was a pupil. He went on to play for 

Dublin. He has fond memories of his days at Eblana. 

“We all know that there has been much negative 

publicity regarding the Christian Brothers in recent 

times, but we were so lucky at Eblana.” “Brothers 

McGovern and Brother Topley were absolute gents. 

These two fellas were the salt of the earth,” recalls 

Mick. The school bought a red and white 

Volkswagen beetle mini-bus to bring the team 

around to the matches. “It was funny at the time,” 

smiles Mick. “Brother Topley was only learning to 

drive and he had the L’s up on the mini-bus. 

“Brother McGovern would be in the passenger seat 

and there would be all of us crammed in the back. It 

wouldn’t happen today”. “But we had great fun on 

those trips to the various venues, and Brother Topley 

would always be singing songs he made up to the 

tune of the Eurovision Song Contest music”. “You 

could have a joke with him. He enjoyed the banter. 

He was a young Christian Brother then and he had 

so much energy”. “They produced so many players 

that went on to play for Cuala”. “They did incredible 

work in that regard. I was very sad to hear he had 

died. And Brother McGovern went before him. It 

really is the end of an era”.  

The old school is long gone too. The building 

remains, and on days when it’s quiet in the town and 

you can listen for the sound of the sea, the 

encouraging voices of Brother McGovern and 

Topley can sometimes still be heard on the breeze 

whistling around the old school yard. As far as Mick 

and all his school pals are concerned, Brother 

McGovern was such an inspirational figure, and 

Toppo was just the cream. 

 

This appreciation of the late Ray Topley is 

reproduced from an article in the Evening Herald. 

 

 
MIE Trust Fund 
This Trust Fund was established by the Christian 

Brothers in 1996 to provide financial support for a 

range of projects aimed at supporting Learning, 

Spirituality and Leadership in Irish Education and 

particularly in Christian Brothers’ schools.  The 

capital is invested in a portfolio which through 

careful management has performed well, and, has 
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been able to provide funding of €3million to worthy 

projects throughout the years. 

 

The funds allocated by the Trust Fund committee, 

chaired by Paul Scanlon, were used to help towards 

the cost of building the new website schoolethos.ie 

recently and the full resource centre catalogue has 

been transferred onto this website.  And also through 

‘E’ Media, 9 E-Zines per year are distributed to each 

of the 465 members/users of the website service.  

Some of the fund is also currently being used to 

financially support the employment costs of a 

number of specialist staff who are delivering 

modules on the Postgraduate Diploma in Spirituality 

and Leadership. This programme is continuing to 

grow in popularity and 10 students are taking the 

course in 2010/11.  The Fund also helps to finance 

the Post Graduate Diploma in Intercultural 

Education as well as a number of staff retreat days, 

In-School facilitation with RE teams in schools as 

well as relevant seminars. 

 

The President of the college, Dr. Ann O’ Gara and 

the Chairperson of the Governing Body, Sr. 

Bernadette    McMahon recently met with the 

committee to deliver a report on the progress of the 

various projects and to submit a proposal for funding 

for 2011/12.  The Trust Fund Committee are 

committed to supporting these very worthwhile 

projects and would hope that when the earnings 

from the fund increase that they may be able to 

consider supporting other new projects coming on 

stream in the MIE.  

    

Vivienne Dunne 

MIE Trust Fund Member 

 

 
Timirí Éamainn Rís I gCeaannanas Mór na Mí 
I dteach na mBráithre Críostaí a thagaimid le chéile 

ar a hocht a chlog san iarnóin ar an dara Céadaoin 

den mhí go hiondúil. Is iontach ar fad é an t-

atmasféar atá cothaithe eadrainn thar na blianta. 

Chun an fhírinne a insint is comhluadar beag 

bunaithe ar luachanna an tSoiscéil atá ag borradh 

inár gcroí de réir a chéile.  Meas, tusicint, 

dianéisteacht, umhlaíocht, daonnacht, foighne agus 

dóchas na luachanna atá le blaiseadh nuair a shuímid 

le chéile agus cúrsa ár saol á roinnt eadrainn. Is 

cuma olc nó maith an eachtra a bhíonn faoi 

chaibidil, tá chuile dhuine dínn lánchinnte go bhfuil 

Spiorad Dé inár measc agus sinn ag roinnt aráin 

bhriste an tsaoil le chéile go foighneach.   

 

Cur chuige thar a bheith símplí a chleachtaimid. 

Bíonn ceannaire nua gach mí a roghnaíonn téama ar 

bith a thaitníonn leis/léi agus ullmhaíonn sé/sí ábhar 

éigin a théann leis sin; dán, píosa ceoil, alt, paidir, 

sliocht ón mBíobla, pictiúr, grianghraif, cúpla líne ó 

leabhar, ’sé sin rud ar bith chun tús a chur leis an 

gcaint is leis an éisteacht ó chroí. Chun críoch a chur 

leis an teacht le chéile guímid ar son na ndaoine 

agus na n-intinní is mó tábhachta dúinn. Níl teacht le 

chéile ar bith ar fiú an t-ainm nach bhfuil cupán tae 

nó caife ag gabháil leis agus is breá linn suí sa 

chistin ag comhrá is ag cabaireacht.   

 

Creidimid go bhfuil spiorad Éamainn ag damhsa gan 

bhac sa ghrúpa agus sinn ag iarraidh Briathar Dé a 

chloisteáil i gceartlár na n-eachtraí daonna a 

chuirimid faoi bhráid bhaill an ghrúpa agus dul i 

gcabhair orthu siúd atá faoi bhrú nó ag fulaingt i slí 

amháin nó i slí eile. Ar an gcaoi sin guímid, “Go 

maire Íosa inár gcroí do deo!” 

 

Faoi láthair is iad An Bráthair John Devanney, An 

Bráthair Michael Keane, An Bráthair Frank 

Crummy, Catherine Molloy, Brian Curran, Philip 

Fitzsimons, Sean Wright agus Joe Tynan baill an 

ghrúpa. Bheadh fáilte Uí Cheallaigh roimh dhuine ar 

bith ar mhaith leis/léi bualadh isteach chugainn. ’Sí 

uimhir ghutháin na mBráithre ná 0469240239.   

 

Timirí Éamainn Rís in Kells, County Meath 
 

We come together in the Christian Brothers’ house, 

usually every second Wednesday of the month at 

8pm. The atmosphere which has developed among 

us over the years is amazing. To be honest it is a 

small community based on Gospel values which has 

gradually blossomed in our hearts. Respect, 

understanding, attentive listening, humility, 

humanity, patience and hope are values which can 

be felt as we gather together to share. No matter 

good or bad the issue we share, we are all convinced 
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that the Divine Spirit is with us as we patiently share 

the broken bread of our lives. 

 

The format we use is very simple. Each month there 

is a new leader who chooses a theme he or she 

wishes and presents some suitable material; a poem, 

a piece of music, an article, a prayer, an extract from 

the Bible, a picture, a photograph, some lines from a 

book, that is, anything at all which serves to initiate 

conversation and deep listening. To conclude our 

gathering we pray for the people and intentions of 

most importance to us. No gathering worth its name 

is without a cup of tea or coffee and we really enjoy 

sitting and chatting in the kitchen.  

 

We believe that the spirit of Edmund dances freely 

among us as we attempt to hear the Word of God in 

the heart of the human events we present to the 

members of the group and to come to the help of 

those who struggle or suffer in one way or another. 

That is how we pray, “Live, Jesus, in our hearts 

forever.”  

 

At present Br John Devanney, Br Michael Keane, Br 

Frank Crummy, Catherine Molloy, Brian Curran, 

Philip Fitzsimons, Sean Wright and Joe Tynan form 

the group. There would be a warm welcome to 

anybody who would like to drop in and join us. The 

Brothers’ phone number is 0469240239.   

 

 
O’Connell’s Zambian Immersion Project 2011 

 

Zambia is waiting the 

arrival of O’Connell’s 

Secondary School! 

O’Connell’s School is 

embarking on their 

fourth Zambian 

Immersion project on the 

11th February 2011. 

Heading on the trip are 

five teachers and eight 

students who will be working in various projects in 

the Livingston area of Zambia. Some of the projects 

they will be involved include working with young 

children a lot of them orphans aswell as Aids 

sufferers. Also they will be involved with the 

Christian Brothers School in the city. 

Wishing the crew all the best and a safe journey as 

they set out on their adventure, bon voyage!  
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All contributions will be used for postage, 

production of newsletter and the text messaging 

service. All contributions will be gratefully 

acknowledged. 

 Please pray for Gerry Carberry and Diarmaid Ó 

Luanaigh, former Brothers, who died recently. 

 Congratulations to CBS Kilkenny on their 150th 

Anniversary and to the North Mon on their Bi-

Centenary. A souvenir book of the history of the 

North Mon can be purchased from the school. 

 Congratulations to St. Declan’s College, Cabra 

on their 50th Anniversary. 

 Our sympathies to Br. Paul Hendrick on the 

death of his mother, Elizabeth and  to Br. Al O’ 

Connor on the death of his sister, Tess Fennelly. 

 Congratulations to the 12 newly professed 

Christian Brothers in Tamale, Ghana. 

 Welcome home to Br. Liguori Gillespie who has 

returned from Africa and is now based in 

Altrincham. 

 Best wishes to Br. Seán Murphy and Br. Louis 

Mc Hale in Drakelands Nursing Home, 

Kilkenny. 

 Don’t forget the Christmas Craft Fair in the Life 

Centre, Pearse Square on Friday, 10th December 

from 10.30am – 12.30pm. 

 Lecture and concert, “St. John of the Cross”, 

Monday, 13th December at 8.30pm. Carmelite 

Centre, Bloomfield Avenue, D4.  

 

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Mobile No: __________________________ 

Email: ______________________________ 

Contribution: ___________ (Amount) 

 

Please send this form and your contribution to: 

Dónall Ó Conaill, 92 Foxfield Road, Raheny, 

Dublin 5. 


