
Timirí Éamainn Rís 

Christmas 2011 

 
 

In the footsteps of Edmund Rice. 
 

  

 

  

 

Vol. 2   Issue 4  2011 

 

In this issue 

 St. Nicholas of Myra 

 A Prayer 

 Mr. John James Fahy 

 National Athletics 
Award – Br. J. Dooley 

 Edmund Rice Cause 
Update 

 Edmund Rice 250th 
Anniversary 

 Br. Cathal Dwane 

 CBS Omagh – 150 
years 

 Honorary Degree – 
Br. Gary O’ Shea 

 Edmund Rice Camps 

 Get Well Wishes 

 Subscriptions 2012 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St. Nicholas of Myra 
Nicholas was born during the third century in the village of Patara. 

At the time the area was Greek and is now on the southern coast of 

Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout 

Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young. 

Obeying Jesus' words to "sell what you own and give the money to 

the poor," Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the needy, 

the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life to serving God 

and was made Bishop of Myra while still a young man.  

 

Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his 

generosity to the those in need, his love for children, and his 

concern for sailors and ships. Under the Roman Emperor 

Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted Christians, Bishop Nicholas 

suffered for his faith, was exiled and imprisoned. The prisons were 

so full of bishops, priests, and deacons, there was no room for the 

real criminals—murderers, thieves and robbers.  

 

After his release, Nicholas attended the Council of Nicaea in AD 

325. He died December 6, AD 343 in Myra and was buried in his 

cathedral church, where a unique relic, called manna, formed in his 

grave. This liquid substance, said to have healing powers, fostered 

the growth of devotion to Nicholas. The anniversary of his death 

became a day of celebration, St. Nicholas Day, December 6th 

(December 19 on the Julian Calendar). One of the oldest stories 

showing St. Nicholas as a protector of children takes place long 

after his death. 
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The townspeople of Myra were celebrating the good 

saint on the eve of his feast day when a band of Arab 

pirates from Crete came into the district. They stole 

treasures from the Church of Saint Nicholas to take 

away as booty. As they were leaving town, they 

snatched a young boy, Basilios, to make into a slave. 

The emir, or ruler, selected Basilios to be his 

personal cupbearer, as not knowing the language, 

Basilios would not understand what the king said to 

those around him. So, for the next year Basilios 

waited on the king, bringing his wine in a beautiful 

golden cup. For Basilios' parents, devastated at the 

loss of their only child, the year passed slowly, filled 

with grief. As the next St. Nicholas' feast day 

approached, Basilios' mother would not join in the 

festivity, as it was now a day of tragedy.  

 

However, she was persuaded to have a simple 

observance at home—with quiet prayers for Basilios' 

safekeeping. Meanwhile, as Basilios was fulfilling 

his tasks serving the emir, he was suddenly whisked 

up and away. St. Nicholas appeared to the terrified 

boy, blessed him, and set him down at his home 

back in Myra. Imagine the joy and wonderment 

when Basilios amazingly appeared before his 

parents, still holding the king's golden cup. This is 

the first story told of St. Nicholas protecting 

children—which became his primary role in the 

West. 

 

Widely celebrated in Europe, St. Nicholas' feast day, 

December 6th, kept alive the stories of his goodness 

and generosity. In Germany and Poland, boys 

dressed as bishops begged alms for the poor—and 

sometimes for themselves! In the Netherlands and 

Belgium, St. Nicholas arrived on a steamship from 

Spain to ride a white horse on his gift-giving rounds. 

December 6th is still the main day for gift giving 

and merrymaking in much of Europe. For example, 

in the Netherlands St. Nicholas is celebrated on the 

5th, the eve of the day, by sharing candies (thrown 

in the door), chocolate initial letters, small gifts, and 

riddles. Dutch children leave carrots and hay in their 

shoes for the saint's horse, hoping St. Nicholas will 

exchange them for small gifts. Simple gift-giving in 

early Advent helps preserve a Christmas Day focus 

on the Christ Child. 

 

A Prayer to Saint Nicholas 
St.Nicholas, patron of Children, may this candy 

cane, shaped like your Bishop's staff, be a reminder 

of Advent Joy. Help us to prepare for the miracle of 

the coming of Jesus. Help us 

not to be blind to the gifts of 

getting ready. Help us be 

sincere in the greetings we 

send and receive, with love 

and prayer. Kind 

St.Nicholas, protect us from 

shoppers' fatigue, help us to 

be kind and generous of 

heart. Wherever candy canes 

are hung, may they bring the 

bright blessings of God. Let 

them be reminders of the joy of sharing and our call 

to be God's peaceful children as we wait for Jesus, 

St.Nicholas, pray for us. Amen. 

 

Mr. John James Fahy – An Appreciation 
 

Mr. John James Fahy, 

age 74 years, died early 

Saturday morning, 

November 26, 2011, at 

the St. Albans Healthcare 

and Rehabilitation 

Center, with loving 

family at his side. 

 

Born in Derryoober, 

Woodford County 

Galway, Ireland on April 

11, 1937, he was the 

second son of the late Peter and Agnes 

(Shaughnessy) Fahy. He studied the classics and 

received his Masters in Teacher Preparation in 

Dublin. He received a Masters Degree in Philosophy 

and Theology from St. Michael’s College in 

Colchester, Vermont. He was proficient in the 

Gaelic language and Irish culture. In Ireland, he was 

Headmaster of two prestigious boys secondary 

schools in Dublin. He was a member of the Dublin 

Choral Society and performed in productions like 

Handel's Messiah, Dream of Gerontius by Elgar and 

Verdi's Requiem. 

 

He has been a resident of the United States for the 

past 25 years, and for 21 years lived in Franklin and 

Grand Isle counties in Vermont. He will be 

remembered as a very devout Roman Catholic and a 

member of St. Amadeus Roman Catholic Parish. 

John taught as a regular instructor at Rice Memorial 

High School in Burlington. He was an active 

member of Marriage Encounter of Vermont, worked 



          Timirí Éamainn Rís 
In the footsteps of Edmund Rice 

 

 

at Howard Community Services and was a member 

of both the Hi-Swans and Franklin County Senior 

Citizens. 

 

As a professional musician both in song and as a 

violinist, he shared his musical talents throughout 

the Lake Champlain Islands, in the various churches 

and enjoyed celebrating St. Patrick's Day in song 

with the area senior citizens. 

 

He leaves his wife, Maryrose (Karanta) Fahy, whom 

he married on July 3, 1986. Also surviving are three 

sons, Slava and Dima of South Hero and Misha of 

Burlington; seven siblings, Rita, Michael and Nora 

of Ireland, Patrick and Mary of New York and 

Alabama, Edward of Australia and Father Paul Fahy 

of South Africa as well as his nieces and nephews. 

 

The Liturgy of Christian Burial was celebrated on 

Wednesday, November 30, 2011, at 11 a.m. from St. 

Amadeus Roman Catholic Church, 9 North Main 

Street, Alburgh Village. Father Thomas D. Nadeau 

was the celebrant and homilist, concelebrating with 

Father Lawrence P. Ridgley. 

 

National Athletics Award for Br. John Dooley 

 

Brother John Dooley has made an 

immense contribution to Irish 

athletics over the past 50 years. 

 

A native of Nenagh in Co. 

Tipperary, he was an 

accomplished sportsman in his 

youth but his running career really 

took off at the relatively late age of 25 when he 

joined Dublin City Harriers in 1965. He excelled in 

cross country, and his natural pace came to the fore 

when he won several inter-varsity titles over 880 

yards and the mile while studying in UCD in the 

early 1970s. 

 

He reached his peak as a runner in 1972 when he 

defeated Noel Carroll over 1000 yards at the high 

profile Guinness Sports meeting and then went on to 

win the National 1500m title. 

 

An Achilles tendon injury ended his competitive 

career in 1973, but Brother John channelled his 

energies into coaching and quickly established 

himself as one of the most knowledgeable middle 

and long distance coaches in the country. 

Then based at Crumlin CBS in Dublin, he was also 

an innovator in reorganising schools' athletics and 

helped launch the Schools Cross Country Leagues - 

a competition which honed the talents of runners 

such as Ray Flynn, John and Ray Treacy and Brian 

O' Keeffe. 

 

Br. Dooley travelled to the US in 1986 to study for 

an MA at St. John's University in New York and he 

put the insights he gained into the US Collegiate 

athletics system to good use on his return to the 

North Mon in Cork in 1988. 

 

The North Mon won six senior Schools Cross 

Country titles in a row between 1989-1994. Those 

years also saw Brother Dooley launch a post-

Leaving Cert course at North Mon for young 

athletes considering the US Collegiate scholarship 

option. 

 

The North Mon PLC course has prepared many Irish 

athletes for US scholarships with runners like 

Andrew Ledwith, Mark Hanrahan and Jamie Mc 

Carthy joining Ray Flynn, Enda Fitzpatrick and 

Mark Carroll on the long and distinguished list of 

Brother Dooley's 'graduates'. 

 

Brother John hasn't just coached successive 

generations of Irish runners: he's also been a friend 

and mentor and it was fitting that he was in 

Albufeira in Portugal last December when the Irish 

U-23s won team gold at the European Cross Country 

Championships. 

 

The Irish athletes were quick to acknowledge 

Brother John's influence in their success and the 

European team gold was an emotional milestone in 

the career of a man who has given a lifetime of 

service to Irish sport. 

 

Edmund Rice Cause Update 
I am very conscious that there are different 

constituencies that have an interest and a stake in the 

Edmund Rice Cause, and, as Roman Postulator, I 

have found myself endeavouring, formally or 

informally, to be answerable to them all: 

 

(1) Congregation of Christian Brothers (CFC), 

(2) Congregation of  Presentation Brothers (FPM), 

(3) Edmund Rice Network (ERN) and similar 

Associates, 
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(4) People of Callan, Co. Kilkenny, Ireland - the 

Westcourt connection (1762), 

(5) People of Waterford – the Mount Sion 

connection (1802, 1844), 

(6) The Catholic Church in Ireland,  

(7) The Diocese of Ossory, where Edmund was 

born, 

(8) The Diocese of Waterford and Lismore, where 

Edmund started the Brothers,  

(9) The Diocese of Cork, where the Presentation 

Brothers developed separately (1827), 

(10) The Archdiocese of Dublin, where Edmund 

lived 1831-1838, and which promoted the Cause for 

Edmund’s Beatification in 1996, 

(11) The Catholic Church worldwide, 

(12) The Congregation for the Causes of Saints, 

Vatican City, Rome, 

(13) Devout individuals who have a personal 

devotion to Blessed Edmund. 

 

All of these groups may have 

differing perceptions of 

Blessed Edmund Rice and 

what he stood for. Some may 

see him as a remarkable 

historical figure of the past, 

while others may see his 

spirit alive and well, with a 

message and a challenge for 

today’s world and today’s 

Church. Some may have a 

personal devotion to him and 

a deeply felt gratitude for favours received. Others 

may not be all that interested in his historical legacy, 

but may marvel at the wonderful enthusiasm and 

inspiration of people, young and not so young, who 

work in movements such as the Edmund Rice 

Camps (ERC) and Edmund Rice Schools Trust 

(ERST).   

 

For some, Canonisation may not be all that 

important in the greater scheme of things, while, for 

others, the day of Edmund’s Canonisation cannot 

come too soon! The reality is that we all believe that 

Blessed Edmund is already with God and that 

Canonisation, if and when it comes, is always for the 

edification and inspiration of the rest of us. We do 

our best, of course, by prayer and action, to bring 

about the incarnation of Edmund’s spirit among us. 

The late Brother John E. Carroll, that great servant 

and advocate of Blessed Edmund, used to say that if 

we do not canonise Edmund in our hearts first, then 

formal Canonisation may take a long time. 

In the meantime, we still await that elusive healing 

miracle that may very well decide the outcome of 

our campaign for Edmund’s Canonisation. We 

participate in Novenas, Masses, historical 

commemorations, publicity drives and special 

campaigns of prayer. All the background paperwork 

has been concluded. All the time, there is a trickle of 

accounts from various parts of the world of 

remarkable outcomes of prayer through the 

intercession of Blessed Edmund. I take note of all of 

these, and each time I muse: ‘Is this the one?’ I have 

investigated most of these, and have got the 

Congregation for the Causes of Saints (CCS) in 

Rome to take a preliminary look at them.  

 

I spent a period of time in Rome during the month of 

June this current year when I had long discussions 

with our Congregation Leadership Team and with 

Monsignor Robert Sarno of the CCS at the Vatican 

about the progress or otherwise of the Cause. For 

one reason or another, all of the reported Favours - 

whether they came about after a campaign of prayer 

to Blessed Edmund or after a blessing with one of 

his first-class relics – were deemed to be deficient in 

one or other of the CCS’s criteria for a miraculous 

cure, and no further investigation was advised. Very 

often, the surgeons and consultants involved were 

non-committal or even hostile, and sometimes the 

patients themselves were not willing to undergo 

further medical examination.  At a personal level, 

this can be dispiriting. But, of course, there is our 

time – and God’s time! 

Br. Donal Blake  

250th Anniversary of Edmund Rice’s Birth 

Anniversaries are times to reflect and to celebrate, 

and what better time than the 250th anniversary next 

year of Blessed Edmund’s birth at Westcourt, 

Callan, Co. Kilkenny! I have checked to see if there 

is a special word for 250th anniversary, and I find 

there is a number of Latin-derived terms, the 

simplest being ‘Semiquincentennial’ (literally half 

of 500th anniversary) and ‘Quarter-millennial’ 

(literally quarter of 1000 years anniversary)! I think, 

on reflection, that 250th Anniversary is simpler!  

 

Anyway, next year, on Friday, 1 June 2012, 

Edmund’s followers in Christian Brother, 

Presentation Brother and Edmund Rice Network 

circles of influence will honour the birth of Blessed 

Edmund Ignatius Rice, their founder and inspiration, 

in ways yet to be decided and in various parts of the 

world. Naturally, one would expect a major local 
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celebration in Callan, Co. Kilkenny, the actual place 

of his birth. I expect that Edmund’s followers in 

Ireland and the people of Callan will see to 

that.  Worldwide and Congregation-wide, I expect it 

will be a time of reflection on what Edmund’s birth 

and life have bequeathed to today’s world and 

today’s Church and on how and where we may have 

deviated from Edmund’s spirit. Since “tomorrow 

began yesterday”, to use the memorable phrase 

of  a  New Zealand Marist, there will be much 

prayerful soul-searching on the strengths of the 

Edmundian message as a way forward into the 

future,  

 

In line with this positive 

approach, the CLT of the 

Christian Brothers has 

spent 40 full days, over a 

period of more than a year, 

in prayer, reflection, 

research and discussion 

with a view to proposing a 

positive and Spirit-filled 

rebirth, in line with the 

2008 General Chapter at 

Munnar, India. They 

introduced A Way into the 

Future at a meeting of 

Province and Region 

Leaders in Lusaka, Zambia 

in June of this year. A 

group of 35 Brothers and 

others with particular 

expertise representing the wider Edmund Rice 

Network (ERN) met in Nairobi, Kenya, 2 – 7 

October, to work in what are called five “Spark 

Groups” over the next six months. Appropriately, 

the plan for rebirth will be launched on 1 June 2012 

in Edmund’s native Ireland, on the 250th 

Anniversary of the birthday of Blessed 

Edmund.  Hopefully, the plan outlined on Edmund’s 

Birthday next year will chart the Edmundian 

approach until the next Congregation Chapter due to 

be held in 2014. 

 

Meanwhile, the newly-elected Leadership Team of 

the Presentation Brothers, fresh from their 

Congregation Chapter at Emmaus Retreat Centre in 

July 2011, will reflect on their own perspective on 1 

June 2012. We congratulate them as they take up 

their new roles: Martin Kenneally (Leader, re-

elected), Rupert O’Sullivan (Deputy Leader, West 

Africa), Denis Claivez (Canada + Geneva), Barry 

Noel (West Indies), Walter Hurley (Ireland). 

Needless to say, they, too, will have a plan for next 

year’s commemorations. Long may the historical 

bonds between the Presentation Sisters (PBVM), the 

Presentation Brothers (FPM) and the Christian 

Brothers (CFC) continue to flourish under the 

benign inspiration of Nano and Edmund. 

 

Br. Cathal Dwane – An Appreciation 
 

The late Christian 

Brother, Br. Brendan 

Cathal Dwane summed 

up the name of his order 

– he was a Christian and 

a brother to everyone he 

met. He was born in 

Kilruane, Nenagh in 

1919 but Adare became 

his home from the mid-

fifties and he was laid to 

rest there following his 

death on September 20. 

 

The phrase "renaissance man" is often bandied about 

too loosely but Br. Dwane certainly was one. He 

taught swimming, made hurleys and coached 

hurling, was a good golfer, a wonderful singing 

teacher, trained dogs as well as being a primary 

school teacher. 

 

After making his perpetual profession in 1944 he 

taught in St Joseph’s in Tralee in two separate terms; 

Mount Sion in Waterford; James’s Street in Dublin 

and served in an orphanage in Celbridge before 

moving to Adare in 1956. Here he was to stay and 

become part of the community. He taught third, 

fourth and fifth classes as one unit and was a 

painstaking and thorough teacher. Many boys, now 

men still remember Br. Dwane. His work wasn’t 

confined to the classroom; it couldn’t even be 

confined to the whole community. There are too 

many stories about Br. Dwane for one article but the 

following give a sense of the man.  

He was an excellent singing teacher and his choirs 

were second to none. He loved the Clancy Brothers’ 

songs and almost every Friday afternoon of school 

term ‘Will You Go Lassie Go…’ was heard being 

sung by his students. He also ran an accordion band, 

which performed during Christmas concerts and old 

folks parties, which used be held in Adare Manor. 
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He loved hurling and encouraged it greatly among 

the juniors. Br. Dwane was a trainer of the under-age 

juvenile teams and was heavily involved with the 

local GAA Club - he was a mentor and coach to the 

senior teams. He was made life president of the 

Adare GAA Club for his years of dedicated service. 

He was excellent with his hands and in his spare 

time he crafted and made lots of top class hurleys for 

Adare teams. 

 

Br. Dwane was instrumental in getting the school 

pitch levelled and reseeded. As part of the process, 

as many pupils as possible were asked to bring in a 

can of earthworms and the worms were strategically 

released into the soil of the pitch to improve its 

quality. That summed up his attention to detail in 

every walk of life. A keen golfer, many in the Adare 

Golf Club’s juvenile team benefitted from his 

tutelage. When he retired he used to have a cup of 

coffee in the clubhouse every morning after he 

attended Mass in the local church. In his later years 

he became involved with community games and ran 

table tennis and badminton leagues, along with a 

chess club for the youth of the parish in the vacated 

old school premises. 

 

If all that wasn’t enough to keep Br. Dwane 

occupied he also had an interest in dogs and had two 

fine Pointers, which he trained himself. On mornings 

(when there were no major hurling matches 

scheduled) he was to be seen with the two dogs in 

the playing field in front of the old monastery, 

whistling at and training the dogs. Adare successes 

in all sports, but particularly in hurling, were very 

dear to his heart, as indeed were the people of 

Adare, whom he regarded as very special in his life. 

In earlier years Br. Dwane was well know in the 

locality for driving an old Black Austin A35. The 

brakes were a bit "suspect". He used to drive locals 

to funerals and matches and even if it was a short 

journey the passengers often aged years due to the 

lack of stopping power! However, the only emotion 

displayed by Br. Dwane was a roguish grin. His 

sense of mischief was also displayed in his love of 

Charlie Chaplin films.  

 

Two of his brothers Kevin (Br. Luke) and Kenneth 

(Br. Fionnan) joined him in the Christian Brothers. 

The religious ethos in the family was continued by 

his nephew - Fr. Sean Dwane, a member of the 

Columban Fathers, who spent much of his life in 

Korea. Br. Dwane had a great devotion to Our Lady 

and this was evident from the way he rarely missed 

daily community Rosary or night prayer Rosary, and 

of course he took great care setting up the May Altar 

in his classroom.  

 

He was a good cook and was always on hand to 

bring a sick or bed-ridden community member tasty 

meals. A credit to his order, Br. Dwane will be 

missed by anyone who crossed his path but his 

legacy lives on in Adare. 

He passed away in St. Paul’s Nursing Home, 

Dooradoyle aged 91. 

 

Br. Dwane is predeceased by his parents John and 

Bridget, his brothers, Rodger, Kevin (Br. Luke), 

Kenneth (Br. Fionnan), Des, Jack, Fergus and Alan. 

Deeply regretted by his nephew Fr. Sean Dwane, 

nieces, nephews, grandnieces, grandnephews, 

brothers in religion and a wide circle of friends. May 

he rest in peace. 

 

Christian Brothers Omagh – 150 years 

 
 

On the evening of 2nd December Omagh District 

Council hosted a reception in the Council Offices 

to mark 150 years of the presence of the 

Congregation of Christian Brothers in Omagh. In 

their addresses the Chairperson and Council 

members highlighted the Brothers‟ involvement in 

and significant contribution to education and to 

cultural and sporting activities in the town over 

those years.  

Among the guests who attended this celebratory 

event were the Brothers of the Omagh community, 

representatives of the Board of Governors and 

staff of Omagh CB Grammar School, and Bros 

Kevin Mullan and Des Young, both past-pupils of 

the school. 
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Br. Gary O’Shea awarded 
Honorary Masters Degree by UCC  

News reached us last week that Br. Gary O’Shea is 

being awarded an honorary Masters Degree by UCC 

for his contribution to education in the Munster area.  

 

Gary presently resides in the North Monastery and 

works in Wintershill Life Centre in Cork. Gary was 

the founder of the Cork Life Centre and handed on 

the position of Director to Mr. Don O’Leary some 

years ago once the foundations were well and  

truly laid. Before going to Cork Gary was Principal 

in Doon Co. Limerick, Tramore Co. Waterford and 

Doneraile Co. Cork.  

 

In each of these appointments Gary brought 

enthusiasm to whatever challenges faced him and he 

can look back on each appointment with pride. So 

we congratulate Gary on his award. It brings honour 

not only to himself and his family but also to the 

Congregation. We thank Gary for his contribution to 

Catholic education in the tradition of Edmund Rice. 

 

Edmund Rice Camps Co-Ordinators  

During the summer Edmund Rice Camps were 

held in Ireland in Dublin, Omagh, Kilkenny and 

Waterford. Overall about 120 children took part 

overseen by about 180 Leaders. On Saturday, 26th  

November the Co-ordinators of each Camp met in 

Marino Institute. The Camps are in place in 

Ireland now for over 12 years and it’s great to hear 

the enthusiasm and commitment of the Leaders to 

providing a quality experience to young people, a 

lot of whom come from socially deprived 

backgrounds. Increasingly Camps are reaching out 

to more vulnerable groups in our society. The 

travelling community formed a large part of one 

camp cohort. Children with special needs are also 

being catered for.  

 

The excellent working relationship within and 

between Camps is evident to anyone who is visits 

during the summer. Leaders commitment to 

evaluation and reflection is exemplary. Each 

evening, after the children have departed, Leaders 

remain behind not only to plan for the following 

day but to evaluate the work of that day. These 

evaluation sessions are very truthful and respectful 

and focus on ensuring leaders continue to learn 

and improve. The evening ends with a period of 

reflection. These 

reflections draw 

Leaders in to the 

deeper “why” 

questions.  

 

Edmund Rice 

Camps were held 

in England too 

this summer in  

Liverpool,  

Birkenhead and 

Stoke-on-Trent. Again the quality of the 

experience provided by the Camp Leaders is 

magnificent. I was particularly struck by the 

depths that leaders reached each evening in the 

reflection period and how they allowed themselves 

to be challenged by the young people they work 

with.  

 

So congratulations to all involved. Our special 

thanks to Chris Glavey for the formation, training 

and support he provides to the Camp Leaders 

throughout the year. Similarly to Tom Murray in 

England who continues to stretch Leaders and 

open them up to a new consciousness of what it 

means to be a follower in the footsteps of Edmund 

Rice in today’s world.  

 

Thanks finally to Peadar Gleeson who has 

remained involved in the Waterford Camp from its 

inception to provide encouragement and practical 

support. 
 

GET WELL WISHES AND PRAYERS FOR: 

Br. Sean Bréartun, Br. Frank Keane, Br. Paddy 

Cripps and Br. Malcolm Crummey. Prayers please 

for the repose of the soul of: Mrs. Margaret Hickey, 

sister of the late Br. John Heneghan; Padraic 

Naughton, former Principal of Coláiste Phádraig, 

Lucan. 

 

Your prayers have been requested for Mr. Charles 

Mills, father of Charles Mills who is vice-chair of 

Edmund Rice Bicentennial Trust. He lives in 

Crosby, Liverpool. Mr. Mills senior had a bad fall 

outside his house with some severe injuries. He is 

being transferred to a home for elderly infirm in 

Crosby. Charles and family want to thank the ER 
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Family for prayer and support as everyone adjusts to 

Mr. Mills' incapacity. 

 

Jean Marsh, who has been an active member of the 

Edmund Rice Network for a number of years, has 

been unwell. In an email received earlier this week 

she informs us that she has been unwell since 

October and has undergone surgery. She is presently 

in recovery. 

 

We are asking for prayers for 

Jean, Dave and her family at 

this time. We pray that as we 

are in Advent time, waiting for 

the coming of the Lord, that 

Jean may experience 

Emmanuel, as a healing 

presence. 

 

 

Thanks for your support 

The last year has been a very significant year in the 

development of Timirí Éamainn Rís. The workload 

of the Support Team has been heavy but very 

worthwhile. Our monthly meetings have led to great 

progress in the development of the aims, the 

publication of the newsletter and texting of 

important messages. Members of the Support Team 

also visited the Timirí groups throughout the country 

and in recent times invitations have been extended to 

different groups to attend the monthly meetings of 

the Support Team. We hope to continue this practice 

in the New Year and invitations will be extended to 

other groups.  

 

Our aim is to explore the aims of Timirí in more 

detail and we hope to have your support and prayers 

during this process. Recently we have been 

considering the aim of inviting others who are 

inspired by the charism of Edmund Rice. In the New 

Year we will continue to explore this aim and to 

develop a new information leaflet that can be shared 

with friends and acquaintances. The theme of the 

information leaflet will be An Invitation to Prayer 

and Reflection in light of the Challenges of Modern 

Living. Copies of the information leaflet will be 

forwarded to each group and can be shared with 

friends or left in public places such as churches etc.  

 

We would like to thank the European Leadership 

Team for their courtesy in hosting the monthly 

meetings of the Support Group. There is always a 

warm welcome and a grand cup of tea afterwards. 

We thank Br. John Burke for his contribution to the 

work of the Support Team over the last number of 

years. John is taking a sabbatical until next June and 

we wish him plenty of rest and relaxation. 

 

We rely, as always, on your subscriptions to support 

the work of Timirí Éamainn Rís and all the funds 

raised are used for the newsletter, texting, donations 

etc. Again we ask you to be generous with your 

subscription and while we ask for €20 per year we 

will accept whatever you can afford. Subscriptions 

should be forwarded to Dónall Ó Conaill at the 

address below. All subscriptions will be 

acknowledged.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you 

and your family a Happy and Holy Christmas. Go 

raibh Sonas na Féile oraibh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Database Details & Contribution Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All contributions will be used for postage, 

production of newsletter and the text messaging 

service. All contributions will be gratefully 

acknowledged. 

 

 

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Mobile No: __________________________ 

Email: ______________________________ 

Contribution: ___________ (Amount) 

 

Please send this form and your contribution to: 

Dónall Ó Conaill, 92 Foxfield Road, Raheny, 

Dublin 5. 


