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Edmund Rice 250 
2012 is a very special year  in the life of the Christian and 

Presentation Brothers. This year marks the 250th Anniversary of 

the birth of Blessed Edmund Rice in Callan on the 1st June, 1762. 

To mark this special occasion a number of events were celebrated 

throughout Ireland and the world over the last number of months. 

We hope to give you a flavour of these events in this newsletter.  

 

Launch of Edmund Rice Beyound 250 Appeal 
On the 2 May, 2012  an event to launch a year-long Appeal 

amongst the followers and supporters of Blessed Edmund Rice 

was held in Marino Institute of Education, in Drumconda. 

 

Mickey Harte, famed Tyrone GAA manager and long-time 

supporter of the work of the Christian Brothers, gave the key note 

address on the night. Set in the grounds of Lord Charlemont’s 

Estate, a reception to welcome guests took place in Edmund Rice 

Hall, within the original St. Mary’s building. Focusing on the four 

core areas of Developing World Mission, Human Rights and 

Advocacy, Training and Spirituality of Brothers, and Heritage and 

Legacy, the Edmund Rice Beyond 250 Appeal will ensure that the 

spirit of Edmund lives on through this work well beyond the 250th 

anniversary of his birth. 

 

In advance of this landmark year, Br. Philip Pinto, Congregational 

Leader of the Christian Brothers said:  

 

“We wish to involve all people of good will to work with us.  And 

so, we are inviting people into collaborative ministry with us – 

some help us through funding others through their prayers and  
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good will, and a few join us.  The invitation for you 

is to be part of this whole project, reaching out to 

our brothers and sisters less well off than 

ourselves.  Edmund Rice died in 1844, but the story 

still continues.” 

 

The Edmund Rice Beyond 250 Appeal is a joint 

initiative of Christian Brothers and Edmund Rice 

organisations world-wide. It is being co-ordinated by 

Edmund Rice Development. For further details 

please check their website at www.erbeyond250.org. 

 

 
Brs. P. Nolan and D. Power at the launch of the ER 250 Appeal. 
 

 

Letter of Br. Francis Hall, Chairman of 

Beyond 250 Appeal 
This is a very important year for us as Christian 

Brothers and followers of Edmund Rice as it is the 

250th anniversary of his birth.  Over the last two 

centuries through the work of Edmund’s followers in 

schools and projects around the world, the lives of 

countless people have been transformed. And this 

work goes on, as the needs in our world are still so 

great.  Today, over 1 billion people live on less than 

$1 a day. Over 100 million children do not attend 

primary school, with a much higher figure for 

secondary school. 

This Appeal is called Beyond 250 because we are 

passionate about Edmund’s work continuing beyond 

this anniversary for another 250 years. We have 

created a global platform for the Appeal, and already 

fundraising events are happening around the world. 

Edmund’s anniversary falls at a critical time in the 

life of our Congregation. I believe that the gift of 

this moment is to reflect on and return to Edmund’s 

founding inspiration: his experience of a God who 

deeply loved him and loves us all. So, what would 

Edmund ask of us in today’s world?  We do have 

some clues.  He wrote to Mother Patrick Keeshan, 

“Give to the poor in handfuls.” We strive to do this 

through our work in the developing world, in human 

rights and advocacy, in preserving the heritage and 

legacy of Edmund Rice, and in training new 

Brothers. Raising the funds and awareness to 

continue on this vital work is the purpose of the 

Edmund Rice Beyond 250 Appeal. 

You can read stories about this work and reports 

from projects in the field in this newsletter and on 

the Appeal website. The spirit of Edmund – of Jesus 

– is truly alive and well in these stories and in the 

thousands of Edmund Rice people around the world 

who are working in partnership with people 

struggling at the margins. 

Of course we understand that these times are tough 

economically for many, but by coming together 

through this Appeal, and each contributing or getting 

involved in whatever way we can, we can truly help 

to empower the poor and give a voice to the 

vulnerable. My sincere thanks to those of you who 

have given your valued early support, and If you 

haven’t yet I would like to invite each of you 

reading this today to also please get involved this 

year in whatever way you can. 

We are part of an evolution of God’s spirit of 

compassion within humanity. As we give our time, 

our energy, and our hearts to this Appeal we will 

grow in compassion, as both Jesus and Edmund did 

throughout their lives. 

On behalf of our Brothers working at the margins 

and the people they work with, Thank you for your 

support. Please check www.erbeyond250.org to get 

details of the appeal. 

 

Edmund Rice 250 in Waterford 
Several hundred people attended celebrations at 

Mount Sion in Waterford to mark the 250th 

anniversary of the birth of Blessed Edmund Rice, the 

founder of the Christian and Presentation Brothers. 

The event was the centrepiece of a worldwide 

celebration of Rice, who was a Waterford 

businessman before he founded his first school for 

poor boys in Mount Sion. Mount Sion hosts Rice’s 

tomb, and a small museum was developed in recent 

http://www.erbeyond250.org/partners/
http://www.erbeyond250.org/partners/
http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=46&Itemid=53
http://www.erbeyond250.org/
http://www.erbeyond250.org/
http://www.erbeyond250.org/donations/get-involved/index.php
http://www.erbeyond250.org/
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years in the context of his beatification into a state-

of the-art tourist centre. 

 

The Chief Executive of the centre at the time, 

Brother Pat Madigan, said the event is a, “very 

exciting time for all the brothers here at Mount Sion 

to have a festivity and a celebration with people 

from all over the world.” 

 

 
 

The ceremony began with the raising of a flag 

incorporating the colours of the thirty-five countries 

to where the Brothers have spread since Rice 

founded them. This was followed by an inter-faith 

ceremony in the school hall led by students of 

Mount Sion Primary School and featured no fewer 

than fourteen languages, a reflection of the school’s 

racial diversity. 

 

The event was then addressed by the Mayor of 

Waterford, Cllr Pat Hayes, and a lecture by Dr. 

Daire Keogh, President of St. Patrick’s College in 

Dublin. Dr. Keogh, who holds a Master’s degree in 

Divinity, is a recipient of the prestigious Glasgow 

University’s John Hope Prize for Ecclesiastical 

History and is an expert on Rice. 

 

 
 

A drama, compiled by teachers and students of 

the school, followed, which used the metaphor of a 

seed growing into a mighty tree to illustrate the 

spread of Edmund Rice’s message across the globe. 

 

“In our case, the seed has become one tree with two 

branches, the Presentation Brothers and the 

Christian Brothers,” Br. Madigan remarked. 

 

The celebration continued with a discussion between 

guests and the leaders of the two Rice congregations, 

Brother Philip Pinto of the Christian Brothers and 

Brother Martin Kenneally of the Presentation 

Brothers. An anthem specially composed for the 

occasion by Brother Ben Hanlon of de la Salle was 

unveiled, and evening prayers in the chapel were 

followed by a concert featuring the Waterford Peace 

Choir and the trio Dulcet, comprising of Rachel 

Breen (lyric soprano), Jacqueline Hutchinson 

(mezzosoprano) and Annette Howley (mezzo 

soprano/contralto). 

 

 
 

Brother Madigan said that while the event is a 

commemoration of a historic figure, it is 

concentrating on the present and the future.  

 

“While it’s lovely to recall the past, we must move 

on; we have 1,200 people that are part of this place 

from all parts of the world.” 

 

The Edmund Rice International Heritage Centre 

manager, Brother Phil Ryan, said it was fitting that 

Waterford was commemorating Rice because he was 

synonymous with the city.  

 

“The movement started here in 1802 and is still 

flourishing right across the world and we brought 

people here from all over the world to commemorate 

this.” 

by Fintan Deere 
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Callan remembers a remarkable man - 

Edmund Ignatius Rice  

 

Article from the Kilkenny People. 

From a bothán on the side of the road in Callan, a 

young lad was born into the world some 250 years 

ago. That lad would change the face of history the 

world over, and even though there are those who 

will scoff and castigate, it is an undeniable, gilt-

edged fact, that the little boy from Callan brought 

astonishing, and everlasting change to an evolving 

universe. 

Do I over-estimate the claim that no other Irishman 

has made such an impact, and still does, than 

Edmund Rice, now Venerated, awaiting 

Beatification? 

I know that I do not.  

I am also aware that there are countless millions who 

would unequivocally endorse every syllable of the 

above statement. I also know that there are leaders in 

every element of Society that would never have had 

a chance to reach the heights that they have managed 

without the interest, and support of the Irish 

Christian Brothers, founded by our own man from 

Callan.  

We in Kilkenny can quote the names of the famed 

and famous. In our little island we can enlarge on 

that list, but Edmund Rice is not succinctly about 

fame and the famed. It is about a man, a very 

ordinary man, who carved out a very rewarding 

lifestyle for himself, his wife and his handicapped 

child. It is about a simple man who suffered the loss 

of his young wife early in their marriage, who after 

some strenuous soul-searching decided to dedicate 

his life to the education and needs of the poor of the 

city of his domesticity, Waterford, thus turning his 

back on the very considerable affluent trappings that 

he had become accustomed and used to. 

Through education of the poor, Edmund Rice 

founded his first school in Waterford, at Mount 

Sion. The place has become a must-visit location for 

countless thousands from around the World who 

have travelled many miles to see where it all began 

for them. There are pictures of the Rice homestead 

in Westcourt in many places, in all Continents. 

Because you see dear reader, Edmund Rice created a 

culture of progress through education, a culture that 

he maintained should be the right of all, irrespective 

of status, class, creed or means. Edmund Rice, and 

his Irish Christian Brothers Community provided an 

education for many thousands of Irish children 

unconditionally. Christian Brothers representing all 

Continents travelled to Mount Sion, where the tomb 

of Edmund Rice is situated, as part of the 250th 

Celebration of the birth of Blessed Edmund Rice, 

and they travelled onto Callan, or the Motherhouse 

at Westcourt in Callan in further celebration of the 

great man’s life.  

We spoke to Br.Damien Brennan who furnished us 

with the reasons why so many of the Community 

had gathered, and the purpose of such a meitheal. 

“We are dealing with a whole year of celebration, 

but we are calling this year “Beyond 250”. This 

particular meeting is a culmination of all the 

celebrations that have been ongoing wherever in the 

World there is a Christian Brothers Community. We 

were down in Mount Sion on Friday and tomorrow, 

(Sun) we will have Brothers from every Continent in 

the Universe celebrating Mass with the Bishop of 

Ossory, Bishop Seamus Freeman, a former 

Christian Brothers pupil, in the Parish Church of the 

town where Edmund Rice was born”.  

 

Br.Damien is unflinching in his idea that Callan was 

a very important element in the core values in the 

metabolism that was Edmund Rice the man, 

Edmund Rice the champion of the poor. He is also 

of the opinion that Edmund’s Mother was a hugely 
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important influence in his decision when starting out 

on the great venture that brought his philosophies, 

teaching, examples, caring disposition, and humility 

to countless millions. 

“It should not be forgotten that Edmund Rice didn’t 

have to do what he did. He was a Callan man from 

ordinary stock. He became a millionaire. He was 

married, with a handicapped child. He could have 

remained a millionaire and probably added to his 

wealth, but a life-transforming experience 

influenced him to establish a Religious Community 

which did all that is well documented, being the very 

first such Community in this Country and in 

Europe”, said Br. Damien. 

From little acorns great oaks grow, and the Edmund 

Rice network is widely conspicuous around the 

World. It has spread its tentacles through the 

Americas, North and South. It is well established in 

Europe, and while it has diversified in many 

respects, its core remit is still helping to spread the 

Christian values through helping the poor, and the 

education of those in need. It is still very visible in 

the Developing World in Asia and Africa, more that 

in Europe, and making tremendous inroads in the 

needs of the populace of the Developing World. 

On Saturday two magnificent creations were 

unveiled by the Congregation Leader of the 

Christian Brothers, Br. Philip Pinto. Both were 

created by Kilkenny artist, Kevin Fennelly, and they 

are on display in the gardens of Westcourt for all to 

admire and visit. They are made of bog oak, donated 

by the Capuchin Monks of Kilkenny. One depicts 

the many facets of Edmund Rice’s life, while the 

other is a recreation of the Resurrection of the Risen 

Christ. 

They are absolutely enchanting pieces, mounted on 

polished limestone. The next time you pass by the 

idyllic Westcourt House, you could do worse than 

call in and view. You would be one of numerous 

thousands who visit as a simple tourist, or one that 

comes seeking the intercession of Blessed Edmund 

Rice, or one that returns to say Thank You for 

favours rendered. 

Westcourt is a veritable Tourist Mecca the year 

round.  

We met with Br. Philip Pinto, the Congregation 

Leader of the Christian Brothers. 

Br. Pinto was born in Mumbai (Bombay), but the 

family moved to Delhi when he was but a youth. His 

alma mater, the Christian Brothers school in Delhi is 

the largest school in the World, catering for over 

3500 students.  

In answer to why he became a Christian Brother, he 

quite simply said that he was educated by the 

Christian Brothers, and found that the ethos of 

Edmund Rice’s Christian Brothers had a serious 

resonance with him from an early age. 

“This man, who came from a small holding on an 

island on the western extremities of the European 

seaboard, from a village we knew not except by 

name, had a profound influence on me”, he said.  

 

Br. Philip Pinto, Conregational Leader. 

How important in the evolving World has the 

Edmund Rice movement been? 

“It has had an astonishingly influence the World 

over, especially wherever the Brothers have taken 

up residence. It was never more poignant than when 

during his Beatification in Rome, I saw thousands of 

people from around the World gathered in St.Peters 

Square to pay homage, and devotion to a man from 

a little village in Ireland, and I wondered, how in the 

name of God could, or did this happen? It is a 

phenomena that still defies a solution. I came to the 

realisation that Edmund realised at an early stage 
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that he was not that important, that he, as an 

individual was insignificant, that other people were 

important, and that his calling was being faithful to 

the inner journey”.  

What other purpose than the 250 celebration did the 

Community have in coming to Callan? 

“We, our Leadership team, is presenting a 

proposition to our Community of Brothers about our 

ideas on best thinking, best practice to our Brothers. 

This is as far as we can go, so what do you think? 

The proposition centres around the re-establishment 

of our core remit concerning the poor, and needy. 

We need them to share their opinions with us, and 

tell us whether we are travelling the right path, or is 

there a better way. It is a hard observation to make, 

but Religious life dies when there is a removal from 

the caring of the poor, and God Forgive me, but I 

feel that that is what has happened to Religion in 

Europe, there has been a serious cut off from 

Religion in Europe in the past decade at least”, said 

the man from Munbai. 

We met and spoke with Br. John Casey, the Leader 

of the Christian Brothers in Latin America. He told 

us that the Brothers were well established in 

Argentina, Uruguay, Peru and Bolivia. Br. Hugh 

O’Neill is the Leader in North America, where his 

territory spreads from Newfoundland to Hawaii, and 

down to Granada in the West Indies. 

When I suggested that he must be stuck for choice 

when holiday time came round, with a typical glint 

in his Irish eye, he opined, “I can spend my Summers 

in Newfoundland, and Winter in Hawaii”. 

Some lads have all of the luck. 

Br.Richard Walsh is Leader of the nine-Country 

Province in Africa. 

“We have about 190 Brothers in Africa, with the 

majority of them being native African”, he told us 

proudly. 

Br.Vince Duggan is Leader over a vast area called 

the Oceania Province. It includes Australia, New 

Zeland, Papua New Guinea, the Phillipines, and East 

Timor, and thousands of islands in the South Pacific. 

Australian born, but his great grandparents were of 

Irish extraction. 

Then I met Blacid Henriques—I kid you not.  

 

And there was I thinking that I was one of one! 

He is Leader in India, where there are some 104 

Brothers working in the Indian Province. It was his 

second visit to Westcourt, where it all began. 

We also met Br.Kevin Mullen, the European Leader 

with responsibility for Ireland, G.B. and Europe. 

The event was a remarkable one. It was 

extraordinary that from every corner of the Globe, 

people travel to visit the home-place of Edmund 

Rice for a variety of reasons. It is also astonishing 

that the light that was illuminated by Edmund Rice 

two hundred years ago still radiates like a belisha 

beacon in a dense fog. 

In a bothán on the side of a Callan boreen etc. etc. 

etc. 

THE greatest Irishman of all time? 

By a distance…. 
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Timirí celebrate Edmund Rice Birthday 

in Callan 
 

The visit to Callan 

on Saturday, 5th 

May to mark the 

250th anniversary 

of Edmund’s birth 

was very affirming, 

positive, friendly 

and relaxing. The 

birthday cake, lit  

candles and sing-

ing allowed all 

present to 

acknowledge the 

story so far, to 

appreciate the 

legacy of Edmund 

and to commit  

themselves to carry on the legacy in the 21st century 

in Ireland and beyond. It is a model to build on in 

future years, an acorn with great potential.  It is not 

an annual assembly but a time to stop and relax as 

families and friends in a very special space, a space 

of hospitality and welcome.  

 

Sincere thanks are due to Tom Costello and the 

community and also to Malachy for his tour of the 

house. Denis was very busy as photographer, 

helping to spread the happy moments to many 

others. The closing prayer organised by Tom invited 

all to celebrate life, recognising the “Everyday God” 

in every situation and season.  

 

 

Edmund Rice Summer School 
The first ever Edmund Rice Summer School took 

place at Mount Sion in Waterford during August. 

The initiative was one of a series of events to mark 

the 250th anniversary of the birthday of Blessed 

Edmund Rice. 

Cardinal Seán Brady, the Primate of All Ireland, 

opened the Summer School. Representatives from 

several organisations within the Edmund Rice 

Network were represented at the event including 

Marino Institute of Education; Edmund Rice 

Schools Trust (ROI and NI); Christian Brothers' 

Schools Office, England; Edmund Rice 

International; Edmund Rice Development; Edmund 

Rice International Heritage Centre; European 

Province of the Christian Brothers and the Anglo-

Irish Province of the Presentation Brothers with the 

Presentation Brothers Schools Trust (PBST). 

The School was addressed by Brother Philip Pinto, 

Congregation Leader of the Christian Brothers, and 

Brother Martin Kenneally, Congregation Leader of 

the Presentation Brothers. The keynote address was 

delivered by Professor Bart McGettrick, Dean of 

Education at Liverpool Hope University. 

 

 
Timirí group enjoying Edmund Rice’s birthday party 

in Callan. 

 

Address of Br. Philip Pinto – Edmund 
Rice Summer School 2012 

I have to allow life to lead me where it will. 

Relinquish control and allow life to lead me. 

Three Quotes from the poet, David Whyte 

 

 ‘What you can plan is too small for your life.’ 

 

‘Some things cannot be spoken or discovered until 

we have been stuck, incapacitated, or blown off 

course for a while. Plain sailing is pleasant, but you 

are not going to explore many unknown realms that 

way.’ 

 

‘What urgency calls you to your one love? 

What shape waits in the seed of you 

to grow and spread its branches 

against a future sky?’      

 

David Whyte, The House of Belonging 

The Spirit that Emanates from Edmund Rice 

What shape waits in the seed of you to grow and 

spread its branches against a future sky? That is the 

http://www.mie.ie/
http://www.erst.ie/
http://www.erst.ie/
http://www.edmundrice.net/christian-brothers/ministries/education/98-cb-education#education-european-province
http://www.edmundrice.net/christian-brothers/ministries/education/98-cb-education#education-european-province
http://www.edmundriceinternational.org/
http://www.edmundriceinternational.org/
http://www.edmundricedevelopment.org/
http://www.edmundrice.ie/
http://www.edmundrice.ie/
http://www.edmundrice.net/
http://www.pbst.ie/
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question that we face today as we look at different 

expressions of the spirit that emanate from the 

energy of Edmund Rice. I do not believe that we can 

answer that question without considering the world 

in which we live – the real world as we find it 

evolving. Not the world of ten years back or the 

world that is envisioned through tinted glasses of 

economic hopes or religious dogma. It is the world 

of the 99%, to use the phrase from the Occupy 

Movement. 

The God who Turns Everything Upside Down 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer often repeated in his letters 

from prison: “the God who reveals himself in Jesus 

Christ turns upside down everything that ‘religious’ 

people might expect of God”. Can we ever realize 

that this is what Jesus did in his time, and we are to 

do in ours? Can we ever come to appreciate that 

God’s revelation is constantly forcing us to grow as 

a human species in our understanding of the 

Mystery? Or will we continue to believe that what 

our ancestors in the faith believed about God is all 

there is to believe?  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Church and the Post-Modern Era 
As educator Richard Giannone correctly notes in his 

new memoir, ‘Hidden’,   

 

"The history of Christianity as an organization has 

been a history of disagreeable confrontations with 

new forces at work in era after era. The church is 

either unable, or unwilling, or scared to deal with 

the evolving society in which it lives and claims, 

often loudly, to serve." 

 

Until recent decades, the church has been able to 

overcome this self-inflicted character flaw in various 

ways. It insisted, for instance, that it alone holds the 

key to salvation. 

But in this post-modern era, when allegiance to 

almost all meta-narratives is quickly disintegrating, 

even that trump card won't cut it. The church -- if it's 

to adapt and not disappear with the blacksmiths, 

manual typewriters, cuckoo clocks and gramophone 

players -- will have to return to its center, Christ 

Jesus, and to its mission. 

Community - The Vision of Jesus 

 

 
 

I say this not to urge the Catholic Church to become 

one more independent evangelical voice out there 

offering the false certitude of guaranteed paths to 

heaven. Rather, I say this to urge the church 

universal to pay attention to the truth: "Community 

is the heart of Christianity." And this is the purpose 

of the Edmund Rice charism, and the Network – the 

creation of community.  

 

This was the Jesus vision as we pray at Mass: ‘You 

never cease to gather a people to yourself’. If we 

decide really to live for others, then we have a 

future. A Jesus Community in the Edmund Rice 

tradition fosters brotherhood and sisterhood, creates 

a safe space where people can encounter God, and 

remembers those the world has forgotten. 

 

And in true community, there's no room for 

unquestioning obedience to censorious powers. 

There is, instead, room for doubt and forgiveness, 

for the freedom to share our fears, our hopes and 

especially our uncertainties.   

 

It may be that when we no longer know what to do, 

we have come to our real work, and that when we no 

longer know which way to go, we have come to our 

real journey.  The mind that is not baffled is not 

employed.  The impeded stream is the one that 

sings.   
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The church has great wisdom, but it's on the verge of 

forfeiting any opportunity it might still have to 

provide a safe and welcoming place to people who 

cannot abide the church's mortifying history of 

defending superstitions against what science and 

their own experience tell them.   

 

Once it was that Galileo was a heretic for proposing 

that the earth revolves around the sun. Now it is an 

unwillingness to grapple with the social issues that 

modern life and the new sciences are throwing up 

which conflict with long-standing beliefs.   

 

A New Way of Being Church 
We have the most educated laity that the Church has 

ever had; yet they have no more influence on the 

running of the Church than their peasant forbears of 

the past. Something else is needed; a new way of 

being Church; a listening Church, more open to the 

world, more inclusive of women, less clerical, more 

humble, above all more centred on Jesus. A long 

journey lies ahead. 

 

There is a terrible gap at present between the culture 

of Catholicism and the culture of modernity. This 

crisis is also within the Church where it is hard to 

make sense of what we understand by faith. 

Essentially it is a crisis of meaning as the old 

meanings do not any longer make sense or offer 

hope. 

 

 
 

Many of the values of modernity do not seem to 

operate within the Church: freedom, secularism, 

tolerance, innovation, commercial enterprise, and 

the pursuit of happiness in this life. In themselves 

there is much to admire about these qualities. But 

there is also a deep underlying suspicion about them. 

The greatest fear is that modernity will undermine 

morals. And so those who oppose modernity seek a 

restoration of pre-modern values: faith, tradition, 

social stability and hierarchy. I believe that we are 

called to mediate between the world of faith and 

Modernity. And this means treading a careful line 

between a Roman Catholic ghetto and being part of 

society. 

 

The Three Wounds in Modern Life 
Timothy Radcliffe names three wounds in modern 

life. I think they bear repeating. The wound of 

memory involves a loss of tradition, of passing 

things on from parent to child of the story that gives 

us identity and meaning. The wound of imagination 

is one where our horizons shrink and lives become 

petty and mundane, and revolve round “I”, “Me” 

and “My”. Finally, the wound of belonging, so 

strong in our world today, reveals one suffering 

loneliness and wandering like Cain through the 

landscape, seeking true companionship and 

community.  

 

 
 

As followers of Jesus and Blessed Edmund, the way 

we live and operate today is the salve that cures 

these wounds. We are people of memory: we hold 

the story and gather to repeat it and celebrate it in 

today’s language and symbols. In fact, the ministry 

of leadership (which so many of us embrace) is to 

hold the vision! And the story speaks about a 

community living for others.  

 

As people of Imagination, we choose to allow our 

horizons to be expanded and enlarged because our 

God is like that: “Why when God has given us this 

wide and wonderful world, do we choose to live in a 

prison of all places?” asks Rumi. We refuse to 

worship at the altar of a smaller God and like Jesus 

are not afraid to be truly inclusive. Finally, as people 

who belong, we are rooted in our world, the real 

world of the majority of people, not the sham world 

of the privileged one per cent. And in this world we 

seek to establish communities of inclusion, justice 

and equality. 

Look at your particular spheres of operation and see 

how you measure up to the ideals we proclaim. 
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I keep referring to 

the ‘real’ world in 

what I am saying. I 

do this because we 

are American idol.   

If you had a temple 

in the secret spaces 

of your heart,   

What would you 

worship there?  

 

 

 

What would you bring to sacrifice?   

What would be behind the curtain in the holy of 

holies?  

Go there now. 

The Experience of the Real God 
At the heart of all of this, of the sense of our 

mission, is recovering our sense and experience of 

God. I am speaking here about experiencing the real 

God, the one who makes us uncomfortable, the 

Mystery discovered at the margins of our world, in 

those broken spaces where we cannot hide, and 

where our masks cannot protect us. This gets us 

close to the poor and excluded and awakens a new 

ecological and cosmic awareness of and solidarity 

with creation. It flies in the face of all that our world 

seems to be pushing before our attention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have allowed ourselves to become immune to 

the plight of our world. We have blocked our ears 

and stopped our eyes from noticing the suffering of 

people and planet. We have locked up our hearts 

from responding to the cries of the poor. But if we 

want to be saved – not for a future ‘Heaven’, but for 

a fuller present life – then we have to pay attention 

to the voices of the marginalised in our world: the 

refugee, the trafficked, and the women. They will 

save us from ourselves 

 

"When I despair, I remember that all through history 

the ways of truth  and love have always won. There 

have been tyrants, and murderers, and for a time 

they can seem invincible, but in the end they always 

fall.  Think of it ... always."  (Mahatma Gandhi ) 

The Leaven that Corrupts 

Heaven’s imperial rule is like leaven that a woman 

took and concealed in three measures of flower until 

it was all leavened. [Mt. 13:33] This is Jesus at his 

most provocative. Linked with the parable of the 

mustard seed, it is used to tell us that out of humble, 

even hidden origins can grow great and powerful 

things. 

 

The phrase ‘until it was all leavened’ speaks of the 

process by which leaven works on dough until 

everything is ‘corrupted’. Once set in motion, the 

outcome is inevitable and irresistible. In the ancient 

world, the process of leavening frequently stood as a 

metaphor for moral corruption. The Jews did not 

celebrate the feast of leavened bread, but of 

unleavened bread! In their defining event, the 

children of Israel escaped Egypt by taking their 

dough before it was leavened. Leaven makes bread 

to rise, but it also makes it to rot. It makes it swell, 

just as a dead body swells due to fermentation.  

Corpses were a powerful sign of impurity (Jesus 

calling the Pharisees unmarked graves that people 

walk over without realising it). Jesus warns the 

disciples against the leaven of the Pharisees and of 

Herod (Mark 8:15). They had just asked Jesus for a 

miracle (which he refused to perform) and such a 

request corrupts the whole enterprise. Matthew 
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refers to their teaching as the ‘leaven of the 

Pharisees’ (16:22). 

So what appears at first to be a harmless parable is in 

fact a dangerous one. It captures the essence of the 

Jesus movement. Jesus people need to be considered 

a real threat again, like a virus that can’t be 

quarantined. We will hide ourselves in three 

measures of the world’s weary madness and set in 

motion our peculiar form of fermentation: the power 

of love is greater than the love of power. 

We will seek to live comfortably inside our own 

skins and in harmony with a beleaguered planet. We 

will regard the final act of grace to be that which 

makes a person gracious. Love of God and 

neighbour will be more important than arguments 

over the virgin birth and liturgical exactitude. The 

final act will be to love even the unlovable. We will 

do strange and wonderful things that make no sense 

to anyone and then we will smile when someone 

wonders why improbably wonderful things keep 

happening to us. 

In the words of Robin Meyers,  

“Let the corruption begin!" 

 

Convention Centre Dublin  
The Steering Committee of the Past Pupils organised 

a very successful event at the Convention Centre 

Dublin on the 20th October. The guest of honour 

was Professor Mary McAleese and she gave the 

keynote address.  

 

Also speaking on the 

night were Dr. Daire 

Keogh, Brother Clement 

Sindazi, Zambia, Father 

Peter McVerry, SJ, Gerry 

Bennett of Edmund Rice 

Schools Trust and 

Brother Francis Hall.  

 

A former pupil of 

O’Connell Schools, 

Damien O’Reilly, was the 

Master of Ceremonies.  

Entertainment was 

offered by the Artane senior and junior bands who 

made their usual special sound on the night. Pupils 

from Meánscoil Iognáid Rís, Naas and the 

Traditional Group from Coláiste ĺosagáin and 

Coláiste Eoin gave wonderful performances on the 

evening. Boys and girls from Coláiste Mhuire, 

Cabra, were the helpers and ushers at the entrance to 

the Convention Centre and they greeted all with 

friendliness and efficiency.  

 

It was an evening and event that was very much 

appreciated by all who were present. The Christian 

Brothers are deeply grateful to the members of the 

Steering Committee who organised the evening and 

to the staff at Edmund Rice Development – 

especially Jenni, Vanessa and Emma for their heroic 

work and organisation. While we did not forget to 

express reconciliation on the evening, it was a 

wonderful opportunity to “reunite, give thanks and 

look to the future.”  

 

 
 

200th Anniversary of Christian 
Brothers – Archdiocese of Dublin 
This celebration is for all Dublin Communities and 

Schools on Saturday, 19th January 2013 at 12 noon.  

 

Mass will be celebrated by the Archbishop of 

Dublin, Dr. Diarmuid Martin, at St. Agatha’s 

Church, North William Street (near Edmund Rice 

House).  

 

Mass will be followed by lunch in the Regency 

Hotel, Swords Road, Whitehall. If you will be 

attending this event please contact Br. Tom Earley 

so that numbers can be catered for at the event.   

 

 

Mobile: 087 203 4655  

Email: tomearley66@yahoo.co.uk 
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A Way into the Future  

The European Province gatherings facilitated by David 

Gibson and Francis Hall concluded with a meeting in 

Baldoyle.  

 

On Wednesday, 7th November, over twenty Brothers 

assembled at St. Patrick’s, Baldoyle to participate in 

the A Way into the Future process. Brothers Francis 

Hall and David Gibson outlined the principle elements 

of the Proposition. The group watched the DVD “A 

People led by the Spirit” which traces the story of the 

Christian Brothers from Edmund Rice to the present 

day. This was followed by a time of conversations. 

 

FIRST PROFESSIONS – Tamale  
On Saturday, November 24, 2012, ten young men 

made their first profession of vows as Christian 

Brothers in Br. Paul Noonan Formation Centre, 

Tamale. The profession and Eucharist took place in 

the local parish church. Two are from the Oceania 

Province and the other eight from the Africa 

Province.  

 

 
 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA (OCEANIA PROVINCE): 

Blaise Semoso and Victor Piniau.  

ZAMBIA (MATER DEI DISTRICT): Belamino 

Muunga; Daniel Phiri; Lewis Musonda; and Nature 

Busiku.  

SIERRA LEONE (WEST AFRICA DISTRICT): 

Christian Hazeley.  

KENYA (EAST AFRICA DISTRICT): Amos 

Kutwa; Elly Okumu; and Romano Rambu.  

We ask all Brothers in the European Province to 

keep the ten novices in your prayers as they take this 

important step as Christian Brothers. On Tuesday, 

November 27, they departed Tamale to return home. 

We wish them well in their new ministries and 

community assignments for 2013 and pray that God 

will continue to be with them. 

 

Visit of Former US Congressman, Bruce 
Morrison, to O'Connell Secondary 
School  
 

 
 

Mr. Morrison was in Ireland at the request of the Irish 

Government. He is an officer of the National 

Democratic Ethnic Coordinating Committee in the US.  

During his visit Mr. Morrison met the Taoiseach and 

Minister for Justice and Equality and key NGOs 

involved in integration issues. He saw O'Connell 

School as a key player in the educational field.  

 

Approximately 60% (220 pupils from 46 different 

nations) of all the students in O'Connell School are 

foreign nationals who have settled in Ireland over the 

past five years. They are mainly from countries in 

Eastern Europe, Africa and Asia.  

 

O'Connell Secondary School has typically been the 

first setting of sustained contact between the new 

arrivals and the more established citizens. Without any 

roadmap, the school has found itself at the forefront of 

a new debate concerning the assimilation of formal 

education of these first generation ethnic minorities, 

with their own religious practices and languages. The 

story of this school and its response to the issue of 

integration is truly remarkable.  

 

There is credit due to the principal, Mr. Gerry Duffy 

and staff, including Br. Tom Moroney and Br. Ger 

Hickey, for this great success story.....totally in 

keeping with the spirit of Blessed Edmund Rice when 

he sent Brothers to Dublin 200 years ago. 

 

We wish all our members 

and friends a very happy 

Christmas. Go raibh Sonas 

na Féile oraibh go léir. 


