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Meeting of Timirí Éamainn Rís Support Team 
The Meeting took place in the Province Centre, Marino on the 25th 

of August, commencing at 4pm. This was our first meeting after 

the summer break, so it was agreed at our previous meeting in 

Callan to start early, to give ourselves extra time to reflect on the 

important issues regarding our aims and what they mean to each 

member of the Support Team.  

 

Joe Tynan led us in the reflection which he picked from Matthew 

because he felt that what it was saying is at the heart of the Jesus 

Way - “What I want is mercy not sacrifice”- that compassion and 

love and the way we relate to one another was more important than 

the laws and regulations that can control and stunt us.  

 

Everybody at the meeting was aware of the challenges confronting 

us and each was given the opportunity and time to reflect on the 

issues and to express how he or she felt personally.  Each person at 

the meeting expressed honestly their views and personal opinions 

acknowledging that time, patience, reflection and contemplation 

would deepen our understanding, strengthen our courage, enlighten 

our vision relating to our aims. Then we would be a position to 

influence, support and respond to our members and be a model for 

other groups within the ERN. 

 

The main challenge facing our small group at present is to grow 

and develop ourselves. This is the first thing we must do. Through 

prayer and contemplation we will nurture growth that is not self- 

centred but which enables us to become aware of our surroundings 

and what needs to be done to help spread God’s kingdom of love 

in our world today. When I grow and become confident in God’s 

love and mercy I can invite others to come and see what that 

means. In our society today people are waiting 
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to be invited. Many of them are not sure where they 

are and are struggling in their daily lives. They are 

waiting for the invitation. Can we become confident 

enough in ourselves and in our convictions, inspired 

by love and humility to invite them? 

 

As a result of this sharing we agreed to invite two 

Timirí members to join us at our next meeting so 

that they could participate in our reflection and 

sharing and at the same time observe how we are 

trying to discern and struggle with our thoughts. It is 

our hope to extend this invitation to other Timirí 

members to attend future meetings of the Support 

Group. 

 

We hope they will support us in our efforts and what 

we are trying to achieve. It is also important to invite 

people to share and create Eucharist because it is at 

the centre of our belief and faith. 

 

The meeting recognised that the church at present is 

in turmoil and leadership within the church is 

inadequate. The scandals and the reluctance to let go 

power and protect the institutional church at all costs 

has left the people vulnerable with little hope for 

renewal on the horizon. There is a sadness prevailing 

in our society among believers as we observe the 

church disintegrating around us, as our spiritual 

leaders remain silent, afraid to speak while the 

confidence of the people in them weakens.  

 

This model of church today does not influence or 

attract people especially many young people. We 

must ask ourselves where are we in the midst of all 

this despair and gloom. Could this turmoil in the 

church be opportunistic for renewal and the sowing 

of new seeds? At our meeting it was remarked that 

Timirí could be a voice to represent and give 

expression to new seeds that are growing and that it 

was possible with courage and resources to do so. 

 

We agreed that it is ok to change, to share and be 

different. It is positive that our continued willingness 

to reflect deeper, expose our fragility and humanity 

is where we will discover the vision and courage to 

respond to the challenges we will meet. It is 

important that we continue to be optimistic and have 

hope. We must see the church from a different point 

of view believing that the church is the people of 

God. The reading from Matthew 9:9-13 summed up 

what we had been discussing and reflecting on. The 

Gospel reading is an invitation to mercy and 

compassion and not hierarchial structures and ritual 

only. 

 

Reflection 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A prayer for the gift of  

the Holy Spirit 

 

O Holy Spirit, please, 

Replace the tensions within 

Me with a holy relaxation; 

Replace the turbulence within 

Me with a sacred calm; 

Replace the anxiety within me 

With a quiet confidence; 

Replace the fear within me 

With a strong faith; 

Replace the bitterness within me 

With the sweetness of your grace; 

Replace the darkness within 

Me with a gentle light’ 

Replace the coldness within 

Me with a generous warmth. 
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Edmund Rice Network 
Greetings of peace and hope from the Edmund Rice 

Network Leadership Group. We are a group of seven 

who have offered our service to the Edmund Rice 

Network in the European Province of the Christian 

Brothers. On Saturday, May 14th in Marino, we 

tentatively stepped forward in response to an 

invitation to share in leadership with the Brothers.  

There was an agreement that day that the Edmund 

Rice Network is evolving into a ‘Movement’ rather 

than just a Network. The Spirit is asking something 

new of us as the congregation emerges from a very 

difficult time and our group sees great renewal 

ahead. 

 

On June 9th, we had our first meeting together. We 

shared why we feel energised and committed to 

driving this movement forward and soon realised we 

needed time and space to listen and get to know one 

another better. We struggled with the desire to 

operate out of long-established models of leadership 

and organisation and are trying to resist the 

temptation to jump too soon into planning and 

organising. We genuinely feel the Spirit is asking 

something new of us, of all of us. We are seeking a 

different way of being and operating and ‘flying 

free’ as we imagine this together.  

 

So we met again on  September 3rd. Br. Edmund 

Garvey facilitated the morning session of reflection 

and sharing with us. The searing questions, “What is 

your deepest desire, and where does it lead you?”, 

opened us up to a dimension of sharing which was 

most enriching. In the afternoon Br. Jim Donovan 

guided us through a time of reflection on how we 

might proceed in clarifying our vision and empower 

this new movement.   

 

We decided to spend a weekend on retreat together 

in November (19th & 20th) in Stella Maris Retreat 

House in Howth, to continue to listen, discern and 

pray together. By that time Aiveen and Declan will 

have returned with insights from the October 

meeting in Nairobi “A Way to the Future” organised 

by the Congregation Leadership Team.  

 

We also decided to write to you all to inform you of 

our progress so far and to invite you to engage with 

us in a process of reflection on the challenges of the 

Munnar documents of the last General Chapter of 

the Christian Brothers (2008). Material compiled by 

Br. Senan d’Souza can be sourced at 

www.edmundrice.net under the ‘Be Involved’ tab 

along the top of the homepage. They are an excellent 

series of reflections and pastoral action points that 

you could share with a small group and reflect upon 

the present movement of the Spirit in our midst.  

 

We would like to thank Brothers Jim Donovan, 

Edmund Garvey and Donal Leader for continuing to 

support and facilitate us through this process. We are 

deeply grateful for their continued encouragement 

and empowerment of our group.  

 

That’s the story so far! We will keep you informed 

as we progress one step at a time and would 

appreciate your continued support and prayers as we 

dream a new future together. 

 

Yours sincerely, as we search, 

 

John Burns, John Cooley, Aidan Donaldson,  

Wilf Hammond, Aiveen Mullally, Declan Power, 

Joe Tynan. 

 

 

Brothers’ Day, North Monastery, Cork 
For the past year, monthly events of an educational 

and cultural nature have been organised in the North 

Monastery, Cork, as part of “Mon 200”, the year-

long celebration of the coming of the Brothers to 

Cork in 1811.  Saturday, 13 August, was set aside to 

honour the many Brothers and former Brothers who 

either taught there or were past pupils. A group of 

forty plus gathered at Gaelcholáiste Mhuire at 2.00 

pm, the site of the former Monastery. They were 

greeted by Br. Gary O’Shea, Community Leader. 

Representing the PLT were Br. Kevin Mullan, 

Province Leader, and Br. John Burke, former 

Principal of Scoil Mhuire Fatima.  

 

 
Former teachers and Brothers at North Mon Day. 

http://www.edmundrice.net/
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After a welcome cup of tea, the visitors inspected an 

interesting photographic and document display of 

former years. They saw the restored garden pond 

where John Philip Holland, a former Brother, 

performed the early experiments in the late 1850s 

which led to his invention of the submarine. Then a 

leisurely stroll through the grounds included visits to 

the modern North Mon Secondary School, the 

former Language School, the Primary School and 

the old Brother Dominic Burke Memorial School 

which is being renovated by Cork City Council as an 

educational museum and art gallery. The 

Bicentenary Flag was inspected at the site of the 

recent laser show in honour of the late Br. Dominic 

Burke’s advances in the study of electricity in the 

nineteenth century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Br. Donal de Barra and Br. John Burke 

 

The most moving part of the visit was to the newly 

restored Community Cemetery where lie the mortal 

remains of many Brothers, some of them household 

names in Cork, who down through the past 200 

years have shared the educational insight of Blessed 

Edmund Rice with several generations of Cork boys. 

A decade of the Rosary was recited in Irish by Fr. 

Joseph Howard, former Christian Brother and 

Headmaster of the North Mon Secondary School. 

The event concluded with a much appreciated buffet 

meal in the Gaelcholáiste. Br. Mullan briefly 

addressed the assembly and congratulated the 

organising committee of “Mon 200”. 

 

Br. Donal Blake 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pencil drawing of Br. Bonnie Breen (The Warlord) 

by Charles Stephen O’ Neill. 

 

 
Br. Patrick McGinnity 
Former Dungarvan CBS headmaster and Tramore 

teacher Br. Patrick McGinnity, who was born in 

Monaghan on May 21st, 1931, died suddenly but 

peacefully at the Christian Brothers Residence, 

Oatlands College, Mount Merrion, Dublin on May 

5th, 2011, three weeks short of his eightieth 

birthday. Paddy taught for eight of those years in the 

county of Waterford – two years in Tramore CBS 

(1955-57) and for six years in CBS, Dungarvan 

(1968-74) where he was headmaster and leader of 

his community of Brothers. 

 

A dapper little man, full of energy, enthusiasm and 

gifted both as a scholar and teacher, Br. Paddy also 

taught in North Monastery, Cork, James’s St., 

Dublin, Cashel and Tralee. He was in his element 

when expounding to young minds the intricate logic 

of mathematics and the wonders of chemistry. 

 

His enthusiasm for life knew no bounds: he was no 

mean artist, loved gardening and then excelled in the 

culinary art of turning its fruits into jams for the 

Community table. One of the gifts brought to the 

altar at his funeral Mass in the Church of St. 

Therese, Mt. Merrion was a jar of rhubarb jam from 

the many he had lovingly manufactured a mere week 

before his passing. 

 

He took to heart and studied deeply the documents 

of Vatican II. He was truly a man of God, and his 

deep and lively faith was the wellspring of his 
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boundless energy. He studied Greek so as to be able 

to read the Scriptures in the original and so, like 

Oscar Wilde, scale the hazard and numbing effect of 

over-familiarity. His passing will evoke schoolday 

memories for many in the area. He was laid to rest in 

the community plot in Deans Grange. Ar dheis Dé 

go raibh a anam dílis. (Munster Express May 2011) 

Walter Rockett. 

 

 

Golden Jubilee of Roscrea CBS 
Roscrea CBS was founded fifty years ago, on 9 

September, 1961. Little did anyone foresee in that 

North Tipperary town in 1961 the many changes and 

new beginnings in secondary education that the next 

fifty years would bring about in Ireland. And thus in 

1999, after 38 years of faithful service, Roscrea CBS 

was absorbed, with Sacred Heart Convent School 

and the Vocational School, into a new creation, the 

large Coláiste Phobal Ros Cré – Roscrea 

Community College.  

 

 
 

At the launch of the book to celebrate the 50th 

Anniversary were: 

Back L/R: Liam Doran (author), Larry Ruane, Willie 

Malone, Steve Crofton, Jim Costello & Colin Roddy 

Front L/R: Br. Pat Madigan, Br. Donal Blake,  

Br. Donovan, Mary Arrigan and Maura Ruane. 

From that lowly but proud beginning by Br. Jim 

Scully and Br. Joachim Collins in 1961 until Mr 

Colin Roddy, the school’s first and only lay 

principal, turned the final key in the door in 1999, 

many benefits of an educational, religious, cultural 

and athletic nature were bestowed on Roscrea and its 

hinterland in Counties Tipperary, Offaly and Laois 

by the CBS. For the record, the principals of the 

school were: Br. Jim Collins, 1961-1964, Br. 

Nicander Barry, 1964-1970, Br. Leonardi Gilmore, 

1970-1972, Br. Peadar Cronin, 1972-1978, Br. Jim 

Donovan, 1978-1984, Br. Theo Dunne, 1984-1987, 

Br. Lar Nevin, 1987-1995, Mr Colin Roddy, 1995-

1999. 

 

Nor was Roscrea ungrateful or unappreciative of the 

contribution of the Christian Brothers and their lay 

confreres to education in the town. Thus, with the 

dawning of the year 2011, there was a heartfelt 

desire among many of the past-pupils, spear-headed 

by Liam Doran, retired journalist at The Nenagh 

Guardian and a member of the founding class of 

1961, that the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the 

CBS be appropriately marked. Thus, a committee 

was set in place to organise the event. An anthology 

of golden memories was prepared and edited by 

Liam Doran, an anniversary Mass was arranged, and 

a book launch and party were booked for the Damer 

Court Hotel..  

 

On Friday, 9 September 2011, 50 years to the day of 

the coming of the Brothers, Mass was celebrated in 

the parish church by thirteen priests, all of them 

either local parish clergy or former pupils of the 

school. The beautiful music was supplied by 

Roscrea Community Choir, and the homily was 

preached by past-pupil, Adrian Hewson of the 

Church of Ireland. Representing the Brothers were 

three former staff-members, Jim Donovan, Pat 

Madigan and Donal Blake.  

 

Lest We Forget – A Roscrea CBS Anthology, edited 

by the indefatigable Liam Doran, was successfully 

launched by Mr Michael Smith, former Government 

Minister, before a large and enthusiastic assembly. 

Br. Jim Donovan spoke on behalf of the Christian 

Brothers. Music for the occasion was supplied by the 

junior and senior local branches of Comhaltas 

Ceoltóirí Éireann. Happy reminiscences of former 

schooldays went on into the early hours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Monastery Primary School 
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News Snippets 
 

 Autumn Lecture Series, Marino Institute of 

Education 7pm - 9pm. 

 

 The Voice of the Media: John Waters, 

October 25th 2011. 

 

 The Voice of the Mystic: Dr. Mary T. 

Malone, November 8th 2011. 

 

 Cost €10 per lecture. 

 

 Gathering for Missionaries will happen in St. 

Francis Xavier Church, Gardiner Street, Dublin, 

Sunday, 23rd October Mission Sunday. Two 

specially prepared mission themed masses will be 

celebrated on Mission Sunday in Gardiner Street 

Church. All Lay and Religious missionaries are 

invited to attend. Parish Mass @ 11am or 

Gardiner Street Gospel Mass @ 7.30pm, to 

celebrate Mission Sunday. Some light 

refreshments will be served after each Mass. 

 

 Prayers please for the repose of the souls of: 

Edward Burke, brother of Br. Liam Burke who 

died in Athy; Marion Conway, sister of Br. Leo 

Canny, who died in Cork; Br. Brendan Cathal 

Dwane who recently passed away in Limerick; 

Br. Mel Terence Mc Cann who was recently 

interred in the Christian Brothers Cemetery, 

Marino. 

 

 Retirement 

After forty-two years, Br. Tom Earley has 

recently retired from teaching.  

 

 The 50th International Eucharistic Congress 

The 50th International Eucharistic Congress 2012 

will take place in Dublin from June 10th to 

17th 2012. The theme of the Congress will be: 

The Eucharist: Communion with Christ and with 

one another. 25,000 pilgrims are expected to 

participate each day, both from Ireland and from 

overseas. 

 

 The Eucharistic Congress Bell Pilgrimage 

Teams of local volunteers are carrying the 

Eucharistic Congress Bell on foot around Ireland. 

The pilgrimage started in the Archdiocese of 

Dublin on 17th March when the bell was blessed 

by Archbishop Martin in the pro-Cathedral in 

Dublin. It has already travelled to many dioceses 

including: Armagh, Dromore, Down & Connor, 

Derry, Raphoe, Clogher, Kilmore, Elphin, 

Achonry, Killala, Tuam, Galway, Clonfert, 

Ardagh & Clonmacnoise, Dublin, Meath and will 

continue its journey through the rest of Ireland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bell is the key symbol of the Congress and 

reflects the invitation to faith, to prayer, to 

reconciliation and to mission. The bell has been 

fitted into a carrying frame and will be a focal 

point for gathering and for prayer, in cathedrals, 

parish churches and places of pilgrimage. 

The pilgrimage will end in a final ceremony at 

the opening of the International Eucharistic 

Congress in the Archdiocese of Dublin in June 

2012. Visit www.iec2012.ie website to track the 

Bell Pilgrimage and for more information. 

 

 Centering Prayer 

On Saturday, October 29th Bro Denis Gleeson 

will lead a day of reflection in Westcourt, Callan 

to celebrate our togetherness and deepen our 

prayer experience.  The theme of the day is 

inspired by the Munnar Chapter Document, 

Expanding the Vision p14. 

 

The title of the day is: An Introduction to 

Centering Prayer as taught by Trappist 

Thomas Keating (A new Way of Praying)  

Enquiries to Edmund Rice House, Westcourt, 

Callan at (056) 7725141. 

 

 Timirí Éamainn Rís donation 

Timirí Éamainn Rís recently made a donation of 

€250 to a support fund for John Fahy, who is a 

brother of Michael Fahy, Limerick. John lives in 

America and recently had a stroke. John Keogh 

and Br. Christy O’ Carroll have set up a bank 

account in Ardkeen, Waterford to raise funds to 

support John at this difficult time. The account 

number is 18612048 and the sort code is 93-44-

02. 

 

http://www.iec2012.ie/

