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Welcome 

We are delighted to publish our second issue of the Timirí 

Éamainn Rís newsletter. There was a very positive response to the 

first edition and we received many complimentary emails, texts 

and phone messages. Around 400 copies of the newsletter were 

forwarded to members and friends by email and our secretary, 

Dick Fields, also posted about 250 hard copies to include those 

members who may not have email.  
 

Some of the responses we received were very comprehensive and 

thoughtful and contained very practical suggestions for 

improvements particularly in the area of communications. We are 

aware that the Edmund Rice Family includes Christian Brothers, 

former Brothers, Edmund Rice Schools Trust, Timirí Éamainn Rís 

and the wider Edmund Rice Network. There are many newsletters 

covering the activities of these groups and it was suggested that 

the Timirí Éamainn Rís newsletter might reflect the activities of 

those different groups. We hope that this issue will commence this 

process and we have included articles covering some of the 

activities and apostolates of the Edmund Rice Network. We would 

also like to thank all those who contributed articles for this issue. 
 

Another very practical suggestion is the use of text messaging to 

inform members of emerging news such as illnesses, deaths, 

celebrations etc. Members have often learned of the death of a 

colleague or friend after the event when it was too late. We hope 

to provide a text messaging service so that people can receive 

instant messages about current events and happenings. In order to 

provide this service we will need your mobile number and of 

course a contribution to cover the cost of the newsletter, postage 

and text messaging service. This is essential to the success  of the 

newsletter and continued improved communication.  

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy  

Christmas and Healthy New Year. 

  

Blessed Edmund Rice Memorial Chapel, Mount Sion, Waterford 
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Support Group Profile 
In this newsletter we continue with a profile of the 

five remaining members of the support group. The 

support group meets on a monthly basis mainly in 

the Province Centre, Marino but other meetings have 

been held in the CBS Community, Portlaoise and in 

Westcourt, Callan. 

 

 

Dick Fields: Dick lives with his 

wife and three daughters in Sutton, 

Dublin, and retired from teaching in 

June 2008 after 44 years in the 

classroom.  He went to Baldoyle in 

1956 and after finishing his training 

taught in Trim and Mullingar.  He 

has been involved with Timirí since 

it was founded in 1989.  He is very involved in his 

community working with young people on the 

margins and in faith development.  He is actively 

involved in the local GAA club, Naomh Barróg.       

 

 

Neasa Ní Argadáin: Neasa Ní 

Argadáin is a primary school 

teacher in County Meath and a 

member of the Timirí group based 

in Synge St. She spent 4 

happy years as Faith Development 

Officer for CB Primary Schools. 

She is married to Paul and has a daughter Laoibhse, 

aged two and a half, and recently welcomed baby 

Róisín Sophia who arrived in September.  

 

 

Denis O’Reilly:  Denis was born 

in Tipperary Town.  He joined the 

Brothers in 1969 and after 

completing his training he taught 

in North Monastery, Cork and in 

Ennis.  After leaving the Brothers 

he joined the staff of the CBS 

Primary School, Kilkenny, 

becoming Principal in 1999.  He is married to 

Aideen and he has four sons: Gavin, Éamon, Brian 

and Kieran. He has maintained a close friendship 

with the Brothers over the years especially in 

Kilkenny and with the Callan Timirí group.  

Through his school he has supported Br. Eddie Mc 

Ardle and the Brothers in their work with the poorest 

in Bolivia. This is an ongoing project and financial 

support is provided annually by the pupils and their 

parents. 

 

 

Vivienne Dunne: Vivienne 

is a Secondary School 

teacher of Business 

Subjects and taught in the 

VEC system for 17 years.  

She was appointed to the 

post of Principal of St. 

Mary‟s Holy Faith Secondary School, Haddington 

Road, Dublin, in 1996.  In 2003 she was appointed 

(on secondment) to the Christian Bothers Education 

Office (St. Helen‟s Province) as an Education 

Officer and worked there until August 2008.  She 

currently works part-time as the Education 

Development Officer for the FCJ Congregation 

since September 2008.  She lives in Dublin and has 

two sons. 

 

 

Denis O’ Brien: Denis was born in 

Dublin and attended St. Paul‟s 

Primary School, Brunswick Street 

and Scoil Ciarán, Donnycarney.  

From 1976 he spent two years in 

Carriglea Park, before going to St. 

Aidan‟s Whitehall to do his 

Leaving Certificate.  On leaving St. 

Aidan‟s in 1979 he entered the Dominican Order 

and remained there until 1982.  He is presently Head 

Concierge at the Shelbourne Hotel since he joined 

that establishment in 1987.  He is single and lives in 

James‟ Street in Dublin 

 

A Meal with Friends 
Friday night, November 13th, along with Br. Kevin 

Skehan and Br. Dermot Ambrose, I travelled to 

Wicklow Town to meet a group of former Brothers 

and postulants. We were invited to a meal in Pings 

Restaurant. The occasion was to celebrate forty 

years since these men entered Carriglea Park for the 

first time. However, the other reason for this 

gathering was to thank Brothers like Kevin Skehan 

and Conny Horgan for their generous support and 

care in those formative years. These men feel 

priveleged to have been taught by the Brothers and 

they were loud in their praise of all that was done for 

them. 
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Included in the groups were Michael McLoughlin, a 

Tipp man and now an accountant.  Next to him was 

Gerry O‟Brien, now Principal of Ballyroan Primary 

School.  Seated next to Gerry was Ray O‟Grady 

from Midleton, no  longer in the classroom but the 

Director of a company installing electronic doors for 

big businesses.  Michael Ryan came next and he and 

Ray have been friends all their lives since they 

started primary school together. Michael was very 

loud in his praise of the Brothers who taught him in 

secondary school. At the end of fifth year Michael 

left Mount St. Mary and went to a boarding school.   

He wasn‟t long there before he realised the big 

difference between being taught by the Brothers and 

the Priests.  He found the transition difficult and 

often found himself without any friendly word from 

a teacher.  I could sense the deep appreciation that 

he still feels for the Brothers.  

 

Many of you will remember Gerry Flynn.  Gerry, 

now teaching in Froebel College, Blackrock and the 

Milltown Institute, is still at home in the company of 

Brothers and like Michael is very appreciative of all 

that the Brothers did for him during his time with us.  

Gerry has a wonderful memory and all the others 

were consulting him on names and dates and 

incidences in those years in the houses of formation.  

Beside Gerry at table was Cristóir Begley, still 

teaching in Greystones.  Cristóir was lavish in his 

praise of the Brothers like Ibar Healion and Alonso 

Guilfoyle for their wonderful teaching methods and 

their extraordinary attention to detail in the 

classroom and yet how they made their subjects 

interesting.  Cristóir has made good use of those 

methods when teaching Irish in An Rinn. 

 

Jimmy Kinnane was next in the line up. Jimmy is 

now a priest belonging to Nottingham Diocese but 

assigned to Kilbeggan (Isidore Keegan country- 

Novice Master to most present) and part of a group 

doing parish retreats. As with Michael Ryan, Jimmy 

found the transition from life in novitiate to the 

seminary rather lonely.  Unlike the Brothers the 

priests left the seminarians very much on their own.  

There was rarely a word of encouragement. 

 

Sitting next to Dermot Ambrose was Peadar de 

Hóra, now married and residing in Rathnew.  Peadar 

is in frequent contact with Kevin Skehan. Peadar is a 

very courteous person and it was Peadar who 

organised the event.  I sat next to Dermot and next to 

me was Joe Tynan.  Joe is well known to us all for 

his many supportive acts at various functions over 

the years. Unfortunately, we didn‟t get a chance to 

hear Joe sing but there will be another occasion in 

the New Year and a greater opportunity for a more 

musical night.   

 

Seated between Joe Tynan and Kevin Skehan was 

Jim Beer formerly known as Br. Paschal when he 

was on the staff in Bray.  Now in his seventies he 

looks frail but is in good spirits and he definitely 

enjoyed the night. The conversation in the group 

flowed over a wide range of reminisences of life in 

Carriglea Park, Bray, Booters, Marino or in 

Community. What was very much in evidence was 

the strong bond of friendship between these men.  

They are really Brothers to each other and also to 

those of us who were priveleged to be with them for 

those few hours. Did not our heart burn within us....  

 

Br. Declan Power - Synge Street 

 

The Life Centre 
The Life Centre in Pearse Square was established in 
1996 by the Christian Brothers with the assistance of the 
Holy Faith Sisters. It caters for young people between 
the ages of twelve and sixteen who have been excluded 
from mainstream schools or whose needs are not being 
adequately met by the regular school system. The 
maximum enrolment is ten. Every effort is made to 
identify and meet the needs and talents of the young 
people and they are prepared to sit for the Junior 
Certificate at a level appropriate to their ability. 

Applications for admission to The Life Centre come 
from various sources such as Educational Welfare 
Officers, social workers, Juvenile Liaison Officers, 
schools and parents.  
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The young people who attend Life Centres are often 
among the most deprived in our society. Some are the 
products of a drugs and alcohol sub-culture and have 
suffered physical, emotional and other abuse and a 
frightening level of exposure to violence. Family life 
can be so dysfunctional as to be almost nonexistent. 
Most of the young people have had an unsatisfactory 
experience of the mainstream educational system and 
The Life Centre is often the second, third or even the 
fourth second-level school that the young person has 
attended. 

The Life Centre is open during the usual school day and 
throughout the school year. Subjects offered include 
English, Mathematics, Business Studies, Home 
Economics, CSPE, Woodwork, Art & Craft, History 
and Irish. Non-exam activities include Computer 
Studies, Self Awareness, Swimming, Wrestling, Music, 
Outings and Spirituality. The young people prepare 
lunch on a rota basis, keep the house clean and tidy and 
engage in group meetings. 

There are now three Life Centres, the new ones being in 
Cherry Orchard in Dublin and Sunday‟s Well in Cork.  

The Life Centres would 
welcome assistance in the 
form of volunteer tutors, 
support for events and 
fundraising. 
 
On Friday, 10th 

December, the Life 

Centre in Pearse 

Square will hold it’s 

Annual Craft Fair from 

10.30 am. - 12.30 pm.  

 

The young people and staff at the Life Centre in 

Pearse Square would welcome any support at their 

Annual Craft Fair.  There will be a variety of craft 

items on display, and for sale, including woodwork, 

candles, Christmas logs, garden furniture, glass 

painting, cribs, reindeer etc. All these items are 

made by the young people at the Life Centre. 
 

There will also be a monster raffle and a cuppa. 

Contact details:  

Address: Br. Paul Hendrick, The Life Centre, 57 
Pearse Square, Dublin 2. 

e-mail:  lifecentre57@yahoo.ie 

Christmas Reflection 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nobody expected him just like that: a baby, a 

manger, a young woman, a young man.  Nobody 

expected that his first visitors would be shepherds, 

little thought of in the eyes of the great.  Yes, he has 

come, but not as we expected. Who would have 

thought that more people in today‟s world know of 

Nazareth – a poverty-stricken, sleepy town land -  

than know of Antioch or Alexandria, the places big 

in the minds and on the tongues of the time, but not 

big in the heart of God?   

 

Our notion of fame and success are turned upside-

down.  Long after Herod‟s castles have turned to 

ruin, the cave of Bethlehem stands strong and 

sacred, a place of hope for generations yet unborn.  

All because one starry night the Son of God was 

born there.  Only the heart that wants to love can 

recognise the beauty of God in the darkness of the 

cave.  Only such hearts can see greatness and dignity 

in the shepherd.  Only such hearts can see in this 

child the glory and life of God.   

 

We didn‟t expect that later he would walk the earth 

and share our agony and sadness.  Nor that he would 

laugh with the happy, just because they were happy.  

Nor that he would be nailed to a wooden cross that 

we would put him on... Nor did we expect that he 

would say things like: ‘Those who see you see me’ 

or ‘what you do for the least of my people, you do 

for me’.  It is strange and unexpected that God 

would reach out to touch humanity, through the 

hands of an infant, in a poor farmyard.  And it is 

strange, though beautiful, that our song „Glory to 

God and Peace on Earth‟ is a call to be his peace, 

justice and his music on earth.  Can we honestly sing 

„Come, all ye faithful‟, when what God means is: 

 

‘Come to my Bethlehem, and my Bethlehem is no 

longer a hillside cave, but it is where you welcome 

and create friendship, justice and love among each 

other and bring Christ my son to birth’.   

mailto:lifecentre57@yahoo.ie
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An Apostolate in Argentina 

I arrived in Buenas Aires on Thursday, 10
th

 

September 1974. I was in the classroom, teaching 

English to a group of students, on the following 

Monday morning! The Irish Provincial of the time, 

Br. Brendan Kelleher, had asked for the names of 

Brothers who would be willing to teach in Zambia if 

asked. I offered my name. While on holidays in 

Donegal, I had a phone call from Br. Malachy 

Thomas asking me if I would be prepared to go to 

BA. This was the 13
th

 August 1974. I asked when I 

had to travel and was told that I was wanted there for 

the first day of September. I got a short extension of 

9 days. I had previously taught in some schools in 

Ireland starting in Mount Sion 1950. My last posting 

in Ireland was in CBC Cork. 

 

From 1974 to 1996 I 

taught in Colegio Cardenal 

Newman. Br. Michael 

O´Brien taught for many 

years in BA and in the 

latter years of his life took  

First Holy Communion 

and Confirmation classes 

in a poor area outside the 

city. When Michael died 

in 1976, I took his place 

each Saturday morning 

with an organised group of 

boys from our college, in 

carrying on the work of Michael. During the week 

we had classes in Newman and so could not go to 

the shanty area. In 1996, due to a hip problem, I 

retired from classwork in the college. I had a hip 

replacement in the home local hospital (Navan) and 

with that I was back fully in ´working condition´. I  

took up almost full time work in a shanty area. 

Poverty was rife in all shanty areas. 

  

I am very conscious of the gap between rich and 

poor and I am anxious to find ways of bridging that 

gap. I work in a ´villa miseria´, a shanty-town 

outside Buenos Aires. I organise four main areas of 

service in this particular ´villa miseria´ (food, 

medicine,´housing´, and educational opportunities). 

The resources are provided mainly, but not 

exclusively, by the pupils, parents, past-pupils. All 

done, let me say in a limited way. I have a few 

helpers in the shanty who accompany me through 

the area. The area is quite dangerous as drugs have 

wreaked havoc on the lives of many. I was held up 

at gun point on three occasions, luckily I was not 

shot.  

 

An important part of our work is visiting sick 

people, getting wheel chairs etc. My work is varied 

but on a very small scale  but needs are great. I enjoy 

my work as it is always pleasant to help a person in 

need. 

Br. Jim Doherty  

Br. Patrick Kevin Murphy 

Br. Patrick Kevin Murray died in the Park Nursing 

Home in Limerick on Friday, 5
th

 November. Kevin 

had lived previously in St. Teresa‟s Limerick which 

is located beside Ardscoil Rís. Bríd de Brún, the 

principal of the school, worked with the community 

of Brothers (Jim Dormer, Senan Ryan, Muiris 

Cunningham) to prepare the funeral rites for Kevin. 

When we gathered on the Monday morning, 8
th

 

November, for the Eucharist, there were 250 

students from Ardscoil Rís and representative 

groups from Sexton St., and the Green, Tralee, with 

us, including a choir from Ardscoil Rís. The choir 

was supplemented on the day with Bríd‟s daughter, 

Caoimhe, who sang and also played the harp. 
 

It was a wonderful celebration for a very special 

person and personally I found it almost 

overwhelming in terms of the turnout from the 

schools. The event was a tangible expression of 

something deep, and valuable beyond words, in the 

Edmund Rice tradition, now flourishing under the 

care of our colleagues in the schools. I was 

privileged to speak about Kevin at the beginning of 

the Mass. Kevin taught me as a first year pupil in 

CBC Cork in 1959-60. At the outset he assured us 

that he would respect us and that he expected us to 

respect him. He was as good as his word and treated 

us as gentlemen. Kevin was the best teacher I ever 

experienced at any level and I had told Kevin that in 

person. What would Kevin have to say to us on the 

day, if he were to write a letter to us?  

 

I suggested that he would say three things: Be 

joyful, be positive, and respect one another. Kevin 

lived joyfully, he was always positive and he had a 

profound respect for people, especially the young. 

Truly, we can say about Kevin: ‘They, who instruct 

many unto justice, shall shine as stars for all 

eternity.’ 

 

Br. Jim Donovan. 
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St Aidan's Timirí Group, Whitehall. 
We usually meet in the Brothers' Monastery on the 

first Monday of each month at 7.30pm. The group is 

comprised of 8 members, namely: Brs. Ciarán Walsh 

and Micheal Heffernan, Noel Coffey, Pat Mc 

Criostail, Cyril Coughlan, Tom O'Brien, Denis 

O'Brien and Frank Welsh. Noel Coffey organises the 

meetings and arranges a facilitator for each get-

together. He also collects the annual sub of €20 and 

forwards same to Dick Fields. 

 

The group has a very good attendance record, 

signifying their enthusiasm for the monthly spiritual 

uplift. The meeting, lasting one hour, is followed by 

a cuppa and a good chat. We eagerly look forward to 

the monthly meetings and derive great personal 

support from them. 

Frank Welsh 

 

 

Text Messaging Service 
One of the useful suggestions made, in response to 

the first newsletter, was a text messaging service to 

inform members of emerging news such as illnesses, 

deaths, celebrations etc. Members have often learned 

of the death of a colleague or friend after the event 

when it was too late. We hope to provide a text 

messaging service so that people can receive instant 

messages about current events and happenings. 

Athough there will be a cost involved in providing 

this service we feel it is very worthwhile and will 

contribute positively to improved communication. 

Because all members have not access to email we 

posted 250 hard copies of the last newsletter. The 

cost of printing and postage was considerable. While 

costs are a factor we wouldn‟t like to exclude 

anyone through lack of funds. So we are asking for 

contributions towards the costs involved. All 

contributions are welcome and we ask you to 

forward your contribution to our Treasurer, Dónall 

Ó Conaill at the address provided. Cheques should 

be made payable to Timirí Éamainn Rís.  
 

We also ask you to complete the attached data form 

and return with your subscription. This will help us 

to create a more comprehensive database of 

members and contacts. The information required on 

the data form can also be returned by email to Denis 

O‟ Reilly at djor@iol.ie or to Dick Fields at 

dfields17@hotmail.com. 
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All contributions will be used for postage, 

production of newsletter and the text messaging 

service. All contributions will be gratefully 

acknowledged. 

 Please pray for Gerry Carberry and Diarmaid Ó 

Luanaigh, former Brothers, who died recently. 

 Congratulations to CBS Kilkenny on their 150th 

Anniversary and to the North Mon on their Bi-

Centenary. A souvenir book of the history of the 

North Mon can be purchased from the school. 

 Congratulations to St. Declan‟s College, Cabra 

on their 50
th

 Anniversary. 

 Our sympathies to Br. Paul Hendrick on the 

death of his mother, Elizabeth and  to Br. Al O‟ 

Connor on the death of his sister, Tess Fennelly. 

 Congratulations to the 12 newly professed 

Christian Brothers in Tamale, Ghana. 

 Welcome home to Br. Liguori Gillespie who has 

returned from Africa and is now based in 

Altrincham. 

 Best wishes to Br. Seán Murphy and Br. Louis 

Mc Hale in Drakelands Nursing Home, 

Kilkenny. 

 Don‟t forget the Christmas Craft Fair in the Life 

Centre, Pearse Square on Friday, 10
th

 December 

from 10.30am – 12.30pm. 

 Lecture and concert, “St. John of the Cross”, 

Monday, 13
th

 December at 8.30pm. Carmelite 

Centre, Bloomfield Avenue, D4.  

 

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Mobile No: __________________________ 

Email: ______________________________ 

Contribution: ___________ (Amount) 

 

Please send this form and your contribution to: 

Dónall Ó Conaill, 92 Foxfield Road, Raheny, 

Dublin 5. 

Nollaig  
Shona 

mailto:djor@iol.ie
mailto:dfields17@hotmail.com

