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book etc and so 

reach a wider audi-

ence. We hope to 

bring you news of 

these developments 

The Timirí Éamainn 

Rís Support team 

would like to wel-

come you back to 

the newsletter after 

a long absence in 

2013.  2013 has been 

a very busy year in 

the lives of Timirí, 

The Edmund Rice 

Network and the 

Congregation of 

Christian Brothers. 

We would like to 

bring you up to date 

on the recent devel-

opments and initia-

tives of those 

groups . The news-

letter also has a new 

look but we have 

tried to retain as 

many of  the logos 

and features of the 

previous news-

letters. We would 

also like to develop 

other  modern ways 

of communicating 

such as website, 

blogs, twitter, face-

In July of this year 
Dick Fields, who is a 
member of Timirí, 
brought a group of 
young people from 

 Kilbarrack to Zambia 
on an ‘Immersion’ 
experience. The expe-
rience had a pro-
found effect on the 
minds and hearts of 

the young people. 
Here are some of 
their reflections on 
their experience and 
the effect it had on 
them: 
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In the Footsteps of Edmund Rice 
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“I really feel my trip 

to Africa changed my 

outlook on life. It has 

really touched my 

heart in many ways” 

KYM CARROLL 

 

Youth Visit to Zambia cont... 
I could write 500 

pages on all the 

wonderful experi-

ences we had.  We 

fitted so much into 

our 14 days.  Every 

second was worth-

while and I am so 

grateful for it. When 

I think about the trip 

there was one thing 

that really stood out.  

I saw it every day 

and everywhere I 

went.  It was ges-

tures of kindness.  I 

saw it in the chil-

dren every day.  I 

saw them sharing 

food and helping each 

other.  The Brothers 

opened their home to 

us and made us feel 

so welcome and at 

home. They spend 

their lives each day 

doing acts of kind-

ness.  It’s really 

amazing all they do 

and it was inspiring 

for us. Even among 

our group I saw love-

ly gestures of kind-

ness, supporting and 

encouraging each 

other especially when 

people were sick or upset or 

a bit down.  This considera-

tion became more evident 

even as the days moved on.  

The group interacting with 

the children in Changa 

Changa and City of Joy was 

unbelievable. I really think 

every one of them realised 

things and items don’t 

matter any more,  people 

do.  I am so proud how 

they reacted and respond-

ed to the children they met 

and treated with such re-

spect.  

CLARE COOKE 

to be it’s up to me. 

The keynote speaker is John Wa-

ters, well known journalist, writer 

and columnist. He will address the 

topic of education from the per-

spective of an understanding of the 

radical freedom of the human per-

son 

The Edmund Rice Net-

work is hosting a one-

day conference in 

Mount Sion, Waterford, 

on 11th October 2013.  

The Conference topic 

is:  

Edmund Rice Vision, If it’s 

I am grateful now 

for the life and 

many opportuni-

ties I have.   I find 

myself not taking 

things in life for 

granted anymore.  

I also feel, since 

my experience 

that I notice all 

the little things 

now that we need 

and don’t need. 

I feel I have become closer 

to God and that my 

passion for Him has 

grown since my trip.  

Observing the faith of 

the poor people and 

praying with the .  I 

found it a whole differ-

ent life out there.  I 

will treasure this expe-

rience and all the 

amazing people I met 

along the way.  

I feel my trip to Africa has 

totally changed my out-

look on life.  It has real-

ly touched my heart in 

many ways.  I feel 

blessed and privileged 

that I got the chance for 

this experience.  When 

you compare the two 

cultures, the lives that 

we live and the Zambi-

ans lives, we are totally 

different in many ways.  

T I M I R Í  É A M A I N N  R Í S  

“If it’s to 

be, it’s up 

to me” 

Edmund Rice Network Conference 
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The Edmund Rice Network  

Leadership Group launched 

their vision  for the Future at 

a recent gathering in Marino. 

After many months of deep 

reflection and prayer they 

invite all those groups and 

individuals who identify with, 

share in, or are in intentional rela-

tionship with the charism of Edmund 

Rice, to reflect on and live out the 

three pillars of the vision in their 

daily lives. The three pillars can be 

summed up as our  

 

 SPIRITUAL SEARCH 

 COMPASSIONATE ACTION 

 AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY 

 

For the Edmund Rice Network this 

means: 

 

 Sharing prayers and new 

ways of praying 

 Accepting the challenge 

to step outside our com-

fort zones in respectful 

service of our brothers 

and sisters, especially 

those made poor. 

 Creating community,  

joint participation and 

brotherly love that reach-

es its fullness in the 

breaking and sharing  of 

bread. 

of marginalised com-

munities. It promotes 

human development 

by enabling such com-

munities to find solu-

tions to their own 

problems. It is based 

on the conviction that 

each person has the 

A Way into the Future offers a global 

response. It seeks to focus the energy 

of the whole congregation in address-

ing the situation of poor people, most 

of whom live in the developing world. 

The Congregation will adopt a  

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ap-

proach to its work because it has 

shown to best address the real needs 

ability and opportunity to improve their 

own future.  In practice it means the 

Brothers will spend time listening to local 

people to discover current urgent needs 

before they collaborate to create a new 

activity to address those needs. This activi-

ty may be of an educational, social or spir-

itual nature and will have an agreed 

timeframe. 

from our times to become a vi-

brant example of Religious Life 

that is responding to the urgent 

needs of our world. 

For us, the status quo is not an 

option. We are aware of the 

need to undertake a bold  

journey towards a new place to 

which we are being led by the 

spirit of Jesus.” 

 

Words of introduction by Br. 

Philip Pinto to the congrega-

tion’s vision for the future. 

“With these words the  

Christian Brothers’ 2008   

international delegate gathering 

called the Congregation to em-

brace a new way of living in our 

world. We dare to risk being 

different and become hope for 

the world. We see this as a cry 

“We are 

about 

what 

Edmund 

was 

about.” 

A Way into the Future - Congregation of Christian Brothers 

A New Approach 

“The time is 

now! The 

place is 

here! You 

are the 

people!” 
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New Communities and the 5 Cs of Brotherhood 
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By 2020 the Congregation will 

create twenty new Brothers’ 

communities in marginalized 

areas. Each community will 

consist of 5 brothers and 

some will have volunteers. 

These communities will work 

with local people in a collaborative, cul-

turally sensitive and co-ordinated way. 

Each group of 4 new communities will be 

located near a HUB for easy access. The 

HUB comprises a team of Brothers and 

colleagues who will support the members 

of the new community. They will offer 

hospitality, supervision, spiritual direction 

and facilitation to Brothers and volunteers 

alike. In order to live and work in a sustain-

able way in these marginal areas, our expe-

rience has shown us the need for a healthy, 

balanced lifestyle. Healthy celibate living, 

especially in remote places, is only possible 

if we integrate certain disciplines and prac-

tices into our lives: WE CALL THESE THE 

5 Cs OF BROTHERHOOD - 

 Consciousness 

 Celibacy 

 Community 

 Contemplation 

 Compassion 

Edmund Rice League of Pray-

er, and to the missions of 

the Congregation in devel-

oping countries. In his ad-

dress during the funeral 

Mass, Edmund Garvey said of 

Aidan:  

“Much of what I have  

 One day after his eighty- third birth-

day, Aidan died in Baldoyle on August 

27th last. Aidan was a wonderful gentle-

man and a deeply loyal Christian Broth-

er. His recent years gave him an expe-

rience of increasingly debilitating health 

which he accepted with great peace. 

He made huge contributions during his 

life to the promotion of vocations, the 

progress by visiting www.edmundrice.net or  

www.edmundriceinternational.org 

 If you are inspired by our vision consider joining the 

Brothers—visit www.edmundrice.net 

 Become a volunteer on a short or long term basis 

 Could you help resource A Way into the Future? 

A Way into the Future requires the 

involvement of many people in a 

variety of activities. Every contri-

bution is welcome. PERHAPS YOU 

CAN HELP BY: 

 Praying for all involved  in A 

Way into the Future 

 Keep yourself informed of 

 

Your Support 

Br. Aidan Quinlan RIP 

“Live 

Jesus in 

our 

hearts 

forever” 



 

© Timirí Éamainn Rís 

P A G E  5  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  1  

referred to is about the Aidan 

Quinlan that we observed, and 

listened to, lived with and 

tried to keep up with. In many 

ways, he was a man of simple 

certainty and he lived it to the 

full. He sought very little for 

himself and was ever whole-

hearted and generous. 

the proceedings and 

then answer the fol-

lowing questions 

 

 What was 

good about 

today for 

you? 

Timirí held a very successful gathering 

and day of reflection in Edmund Rice 

House, North Richmond Street, on 15th 

June this year. Thanks to all who 

attended and contributed to our dis-

cussion and reflections. Following the 

various presentations on the day those 

in attendance were asked to reflect on 

 What would you change about 

today? 

 What phase or thought will you 

take away with you today? 

 Any other comments? 

The response to the questions was an-

alysed by Neasa Ní Argadáin . 

and  “A Way into the Future.”  

 Much time was spent on one of the main constitutional 
tasks of the Chapter, namely, to elect delegates to the Con-
gregation Chapter in Nairobi for March 2014. The following 
Brothers and substitutes were elected: Damien Brennan, 
Paul Hendrick, Dominic Sassi, John Burke, Declan Power, 
Jim Donovan and Chris Glavey were elected, with substi-
tutes Martin O’Flaherty and Liam Deasy.  
 

Kevin Mullan, Edmund Garvey, David Gibson and Francis 
Hall will attend the Congregation Chapter as ex officio 
members.  

The Province Chapter concluded in Em-

maus on Friday, August 23rd. Philip Pinto 

and Francis Hall were present from the CLT. 

Philip addressed the gathering when it was 

joined by members of the Edmund Rice 

Network. The early days of the gathering 

received reports from the PLT and from the 

Stewardship Group of the Province. Owen 

McCabe of L&P gave a wonderful presenta-

tion of all matters that come under the 

general heading of stewardship. There fol-

lowed conversations and discussions of 

matters affecting the Province, topics for 

consideration at the Congregation Chapter, 

Province Chapter in Emmaus 

Gathering in Edmund Rice House, North Richmond Street 
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After spending some time in 

silence reflecting on the re-

sponses those present at the 

meeting agreed first of all that 

the Gathering served its pur-

pose.  Those attending the 

gathering acknowledged the 

welcome they received and 

that the format of the meeting 

was efficient, reflective and 

very well organised.  Some felt 

that the sharing was honest 

and trusting and found this 

refreshing.   Many were impressed with the presentation of the 

DVD’s which helped to focus on a new vision for change and the 

challenge towards compassionate action.   Having women involved 

in Timirí was a positive and welcome step forward which would in-

spire a new dynamic in Timirí.   

The meeting did agree that we did get our message across and that 

it was one of our best gatherings.   There was a lovely atmosphere 

present that generated a vision for hope to promote our aims and 

plans for the future.   We felt that the spirit is still there and that we 

were trying to connect to people giving them the opportunity to 

share with us and say what is deep in their hearts.  One of our chal-

lenges is to reconnect with people and introduce them to what is 

happening in Timirí and our vision for the future.   

Another challenge for us is to look at new ways of communicating 

with people.   Since we came together three years ago and began 

our journey, reflecting on how to renew and re-energise Timirí, we 

acknowledge that huge change and development has occurred.  

One of the gifts of this discernment was how we responded to the 

challenge and where huge change and growth took place in our 

own hearts.  We feel confident now to promote Timirí as a model 

within the ERN, where people are welcome to experience the op-

portunity to gather in small groups and discover the Mystery of God 

in their lives and what that means to them. 

 

“Timirí is a community of people inspired by the life of Edmund Rice, who 

support one another  in their spiritual search and growth and who respond 

compassionately to those in need.” 

Íosagáin, Augavannagh 

Road, CBC Monkstown 

and CBC Cork. Phil 

taught in Monkstown 

from 1952 to 1957, in 

CBC Cork from 1957 to 

Br. Phil O’Reilly died in Baldoyle on 

Sunday,  14 September after a long ill-

ness. His funeral in Baldoyle on  18 Sep-

tember  was characterised by the pres-

ence of pupils from three schools: Scoil 

1981 and in Scoil Íosagáin from 1986 to 

1992.  Dr. Larry Jordan, Principal of CBC 

was among those present from Cork.  

 

Br. Phil O’ Reilly RIP 

Timirí Gathering 2013 
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All contributions will be used for postage, production of news-
letter, charitable donations and the text messaging service. All 
contributions will be gratefully acknowledged by the treasurer. 
We recommend a yearly contribution of €20 but donations of 
any amount will gratefully accept . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are all relieved that Phil’s suffering is finally 
over and that he rests now in the gentle arms of the 
God that he served so well. May the light of Phil’s 
life continue to shine in our hearts, encouraging us 
to follow the faith filled footsteps of his life. 

  

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal dílis. 

Also in attendance were a number of 
Phil’s past pupils from Cork, one of 
whom, Christy Cantillon, was a 
member of the famous Munster team 
that beat the All Blacks in Thomond 
Park, Limerick, in 1978.  

 Phil masterminded 8 Munster Senior 
Schools Trophies during his time in 
Cork! He also managed the Irish 
International schoolboys’ team that 
travelled to Australia in 1980. One of 
that team Con Cremin was also present 
at the funeral. 

Phil exercised an enormous 

influence on his own family, on 

the pupils he taught, the past 

pupils who kept contact with him, 

the staff he worked with and all 

those whom he met on the path 

of life . 
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Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Mobile No: __________________________ 

Email: ______________________________ 

Contribution: ___________ (Amount) 

 
Please send this form and your contribution to: 
 
Dónall Ó Conaill, 92 Foxfield Road, Raheny, Dublin 5. 


